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In  Memoriam 


1927  Margaret  M.  Allen  (2/24/2005) 

1929  Christine  Moore  Binnall  (3/14/2005) 

1931  Olga  Miller 

1931  Margaret  Thorpe  Johnson  (5/29/2005) 
1932  Bessie  McLellan 
1932  Luella  Pease  Lambert 
1934  Eleanor  Murch  Brosque  (1/2/2005) 

1936  Irene  Smith  Pace  (4/27/2002) 

1938  Geraldine  Brandon  Reddington 
1939  Catharine  Tracey  Taylor  (4/6/2005) 

1942  Jean  Gale  Riley  (3/5/2005) 

1946  Thelma  Rushforth  Hinshaw  (2/8/2005) 
1946  Kathleen  A.  McIntyre  Mercier  (1/23/2005) 
1946  Barbara  E Whitehead  (8/27/2004) 

1946  Christine  Currie  Cornell  (5/04) 

1954  Patricia  E Macaulay  Hooley  (12/16/2003) 
1956  Sheila  McKivergan  Biggs 
1966  Regina  Robbins  Quinn  (11/16/2004) 

1991  Honorary  Member  Helen  Sherwin  (4/16/2005) 
Ruth  Poule,  Evening  Supervisor  Baker  (12/9/2004) 
Jeanne  Nardini,  MGH  Nurse  Manager 
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A Note  from  the  Outgoing  Editor 

The  years  go  by  so  quickly.  It  does  not  feel  like  twenty  plus  years  since  1 agreed  to  edit 
the  Alumnae  Association  publications  “for  an  issue  or  two  until  another  editor  could  be 
found."  Over  the  years  I have  spoken  to  so  many  of  you  and  feel  that  I have  gotten  to 
know  so  many  more  from  doing  the  class  news.  This  has  always  been  your  magazine  and 
you  never  failed  to  get  me  news  to  fill  the  pages.  I am  retiring  as  editor  but  will  remain 
as  co-chair  of  the  Communications  and  Publications  Committee  as  well  as  more  actively 
working  on  the  historical  projects  of  the  association. 

The  new  editor,  Marie  Botte,  is  off  and  running  with  this  issue.  An  issue  that  we  had 
projected  would  not  be  published.  1 know  that  our  publications  are  in  good  hands,  Marie, 
an  MGH  IHP  graduate,  is  full  of  energy,  skill,  and  the  desire  to  be  an  active  contributing 
member  of  the  association.  She  will  be  the  new  co-chair  of  the  Communications  and 
Publications  Committee  but  I will  leave  it  to  her  to  tell  you  more  including  the  others 
who  have  offered  to  help.  It  is  a delight  to  have  new  folks  (read younger)  willing  to 
work  with  the  association.  It  gives  me  hope  that  when  I reach  the  point  of  being  in  one  of 
the  “older  classes"  that  the  association  will  still  be  very  much  alive  and  well  and  that  1 
can  look  forward  to  getting  the  publications  to  keep  up  with  the  school,  the  hospital,  and 
all  of  the  graduates. 

It  has  been  a long  run  and  a fun  one  and  now  I hand  over  the  editorship  with  the  hope  that 
Marie  will  enjoy  getting  to  know  all  of  you  as  much  as  1 have  over  the  years. 

Linda  Lass  Orrell 


Greetings  From  the  New  Editor  . . . 

What  a delight,  and  what  a privilege  it  is  to  introduce  myself  to  you  as  the  new  editor  of 
the  MGH  NAA  publications.  A few  months  ago  while  reading  Linda  Lass  Orrell’s  plea 
for  volunteer  editorial  relief  in  Beyond  The  Cap  it  struck  me  that  this  would  be  a 
wonderful  opportunity  to  give  a little  something  back  to  the  school  that  gave  me  so 
much-  a wonderful  nursing  education,  good  friends  for  a lifetime,  and  of  course  the  pride 
that  goes  along  with  knowing  that  you  learned  among  the  best  at  MGH. 

My  first  real  assignment  for  this  edition  was  an  article  commemorating  the  life  of  Helen 
Sherwin.  This  was  not  an  easy  task  for  me,  both  because  she  was  such  a private  person 
and  because  1 never  had  an  opportunity  to  meet  her  (I  may  have  seen  her  at  Homecoming 
but  I would  not  have  known  who  she  was).  Fortunately,  several  MGH  nursing  alumnae 
were  kind  enough  to  share  information  and  stories  that  helped  me  to  appreciate  just  how 
important  she  was  to  the  school.  Thank  you,  Mary  Caira,  Mary  Anne  Kieran,  Marlene 
Norton,  Diane  Smith,  and  Linda  Lass  Orrell  for  your  memories.  And  thank  you,  Karen 
Wolf,  for  also  putting  me  in  touch  with  Helen’s  sister,  Mary  Sherwin  Faulkner.  Mary 
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Faulkner  and  I spoke  on  the  phone  and  emailed  frequently  over  a period  of  a few  weeks, 
and  she  was  kind  enough  to  share  not  only  family  photographs  (some  of  which  are 
reproduced  in  this  issue)  but  also  some  of  Helen’s  own  papers,  and  the  family’s  writings 
about  her.  What  a tremendous  gift,  and  what  a pleasure  to  share  some  of  this  with  the 
MGH  Nursing  community. 

1 am  the  new  editor,  but  this  is  your  publication,  and  1 need  your  help  to  continue  The 
Record’s  long  history  of  service  to  MGH  Nursing  Alumnae  Association  members. 
Several  of  you  (Valerie  Brown,  Sue  Dobens,  Donna  Hovey)  have  already  volunteered  to 
help  with  future  editions  and  this  is  most  appreciated.  Do  you  have  news  about  yourself 
or  a classmate?  Please  send  it  in!  Better  yet,  consider  becoming  a representative  for  your 
class  and  collecting  the  news  that  is  published  twice  a year.  Do  you  have  memories  you 
would  be  willing  to  share  about  your  time  at  MGH?  The  MGH  Nursing  Archives 
welcomes  these  kinds  of  contributions,  and  I would  love  to  see  some  of  them  in  future 
editions  of  The  Record. 

1 have  met  so  many  wonderful  MGH  nursing  alums  already,  working  on  this  first  edition 
of  The  Record,  and  1 am  looking  forward  to  many  more  productive  and  inspiring 
collaborations.  Please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  me  directly  if  there  is  something  special 
you  would  like  to  see  in  future  editions  or  if  you  can  help  in  any  way: 

Marie  Elena  Botte,  Editor 
The  Record 
14  Natalie  Avenue 
Melrose,  Ma.  02176 
phone:  781-979-9226 
E-mail:  mbotte@theworld.com 


Cheers! 


Marie  Elena  Botte 


MGH  CAPS 

Are  currently  not  available 
due  to  a problem  in  obtaining  ruffle  material. 
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News  from  nursing  at  the  MGH 

By  Jeanette  Ives  Erickson,  RN,  MS 

Sr.  Vice  President  for  Patient  Care  and  Chief  Nurse 

On  May,  23,  2005,  we  lost  a devoted  colleague  and  a dear  friend,  Jean  M.  Nardini,  RN, 
nurse  manager,  MGH  Hemodialysis  Unit.  Jean  was  a pillar  of  the  MGH  community,  and 
that  extends  well  beyond  Nursing.  The  centralized  nature  of  hemodialysis  and  CVVH 
(continuous  veno-venous  hemofiltration)  brought  Jean  and  her  staff  to  every  corner  of  the 
institution,  working  with  all  disciplines  and  treating  patients  in  all  settings.  She  knew  her 
patients,  and  her  patients  knew  her.  Jean  and  her  team  consistently  provided  the  kind  of 
individualized  care  for  which  MGH  has  become  nationally  recognized.  Jean's  legacy  will 
be  felt  at  MGH  for  a long  time  to  come. 

In  recognition  of  Jean’s  impressive  professional  nursing  and  leadership  career  at  MGH, 
and  her  major  contributions  to  the  care  of  patients  with  renal  disease,  a fund  has  been 
established  in  her  memory  to  support  two  very  important  initiatives.  The  fund  will 
support  the  Jean  M.  Nardini,  RN,  Nurse  of  Distinction  Award,  established  to  recognize  a 
clinical  nurse  who  consistently  demonstrates  excellence  and  leadership  in  patient  care 
and  in  mentoring  others.  Jean  was  the  first  recipient  of  this  award,  and  I had  the  privilege 
of  presenting  her  with  it  in  a ceremony  on  the  Hemodialysis  Unit  on  May  10,  2005.  The 
award  will  be  given  annually  to  a nurse  who  exemplifies  Jean's  practice  and  spirit.  The 
fund  will  also  support  naming  the  MGH  Hemodialysis  Unit  The  Jean  M.  Nardini,  RN, 
Hemodialysis  Unit  at  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  Dr.  Peter  Slavin,  president  of 
MGH,  announced  that  the  MGH  Naming  Committee  had  approved  this  recommendation 
on  May  20,  2005. 


For  more  information,  or  to  support  these  two  important  initiatives,  contact  the  MGH 
Development  Office  at  617-726-2200.  And,  as  we  remember  Jean  and  the  powerful 
legacy  she  leave,  I hope  we  can  all  draw  comfort  from  those  last,  wise  words  of  advice 
she  gave  her  staff:  "Stay  together.  Support  each  other.  Help  each  other." 


News  from  Nursing  at  the  MGH  IHP 

Nursing  Generalist  Completion  Ceremony 

Marlene  Norton 

The  Generalist  Completion  Ceremony  for  the  Graduate  Program  in  Nursing  at  IHP  was 
held  on  April  9,  2005  at  the  Bunker  Hill  Community  College  auditorium.  I was  delighted 
to  attend  on  behalf  of  our  Alumnae  and  to  present  the  alumnae  awards.  In  this  the  largest 
class,  there  are  eighty-four  students,  who  have  completed  this  portion  of  their  program 
and  passed  their  boards  in  nursing.  They  will  now  advance  to  the  master’s  level  of  their 
program,  following  the  specialized  track  they  have  chosen. 

Ann  Caldwell,  the  president  of  IHP,  welcomed  the  nursing  students,  their  families  and 
friends  to  the  ceremony.  Nicole  Kraimer,  RN,  was  the  student  speaker  who  spoke  on  their 
trials  and  achievements,  looking  forward  to  their  challenges  yet  to  come  in  their  last  year. 
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Janice  Bell  Meiserhelder,  RN,  DNSc,  who  had  the  distinguished  honor  of  being  keynote 
speaker  two  years  in  a row,  gave  the  keynote  address.  She  spoke  of  the  “heart  of  nursing” 
and  the  impact  nurses  have  on  their  patients.  She  gave  the  students  encouragement  as 
they  progress  through  their  program  and  seek  to  provide  comprehensive  and  heartfelt  care 
to  their  patients. 

On  behalf  of  the  Alumnae,  1 presented  the  following  awards  to  two  worthy  students. 

The  Ruth  Sleeper  award  was  presented  to  Jennifer  Bates,  RN.  Letters  from  the  IHP 
faculty  said  that  she  “consistently  sets  high  standards  for  her  performance,  both  at  the 
bedside  and  in  the  classroom,  across  all  specialty  areas”.  She  shows  excellent  leadership 
skills  and  is  highly  competent  and  practices  excellent  nursing  care  with  a strong  basis  in 
nursing  knowledge.  She  is  well  motivated  and  enthusiastic  about  nursing. 

The  Adele  Corkum  Award  was  presented  to  Danielle  Leighton,  RN.  In  the  words  of  the 
faculty,  “Danielle  exhibits  the  qualities  of  caring,  concern  and  commitment.  She  is 
compassionate  with  patients  and  embraces  their  health  care  needs.”  She  has  strong 
leadership  skills  and  is  an  excellent  advocate  for  her  patients. 

Margery  Chisholm,  RN  EdD,  the  Director  of  the  Graduate  Nursing  Program  then 
congratulated  the  students  and  presented  them  with  their  certificates. 

Sylvia  Perry,  RN,  ANP,  on  the  Board  of  directors  of  the  IHP  Alumnae  and  I then  had  the 
honor  of  pinning  the  students. 

Following  the  ceremony,  there  was  a reception  in  honor  of  the  students.  It  was  a privilege 
to  have  been  a part  of  this  ceremony.  A father  of  one  of  the  students  came  over  to  me  and 
wanted  me  to  convey  his  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  Alumnae  for  the  award  given  to 
his  daughter.  The  Alumnae  is  proud  to  continue  its  commitment  in  furthering  nursing 
education. 


IHP  25“"  Commencement 

Ann  Caldwell,  President  of  the  MGH  IHP 

The  Institute  celebrated  its  25'*^  Commencement  on  May  13  and  14,  2005.  The  festivities 
began  Friday  afternoon  at  the  Catherine  Filene  Shouse  Building  in  the  Charlestown  Navy 
Yard  with  an  Honors  Convocation  where  graduating  students  and  some  faculty  received 
academic  honors  and  Barbara  Berkman,  a distinguished  sociologist  from  Columbia 
University,  gave  the  keynote.  The  traditional  Commencement  Open  House,  attended  by 
over  500  graduating  students,  their  families  and  friends,  faculty  and  staff,  followed  the 
convocation. 

Saturday  dawned  gray  and  threatening  but  the  weather  held  and  even  brightened  as  250 
graduates,  the  largest  graduating  class  in  the  Institute’s  history  received  their  degrees  and 
certificates  under  a giant  tent  on  the  Harvard  Medical  School  quadrangle.  In  1981,  the 
Institute’s  first  graduation  exercise  was  held  in  the  Trustees  Room  at  MGH  and  there 
were  just  four  graduates! 
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In  honor  of  the  commencement,  alumni  representatives  from  the  past  twenty-four 
years  of  classes  led  the  academic  procession  carrying  flags  with  Vareen  O’Keefe 
Domaleski  (class  of  1971,  and  current  president-elect  of  the  MGH  Nurses  Alumnae)  the 
MGH  School  of  Nursing  leading  them.  Every  year  from  now  forward,  each  class  will 
add  its  class  flag  to  the  array,  as  did  the  Class  of  2005.  Alumni  were  featured  throughout 
the  25‘*’  Commencement,  at  an  Alumni  Recognition  Brunch  preceding  the  formal 
academic  ceremony,  as  speakers  during  the  commencement  and  with  the  awarding  of  the 
first  Distinguished  Alumni  Award.  The  award  was  presented  to  Annabel  Edwards,  MSN, 
APRN,  BC,  a two-time  graduate  of  the  Institute,  a member  of  the  Institute  faculty  and  a 
nurse  practitioner  who  works  in  the  MGH  Pain  Center.  Annabel  is  nationally  known  for 
her  work  in  pain  management,  especially  for  patients  with  cancer. 

There  are  now  more  than  2000  Institute  alumni  worldwide.  This  commencement  was  an 
especially  meaningful  occasion  to  remember  the  early  days  of  the  Institute  and  its 
predecessor,  the  MGH  School  of  Nursing,  to  celebrate  the  achievements  of  Institute 
alumni  both  locally  and  internationally,  and  to  look  to  the  future  of  contributions  of  the 
newest  graduates. 


Vareen  O’Keefe-Domaleski,  Class  of  1971,  current  President  Elect  MGHNAA. 

Some  of  the  many  facets  of  Helen  Sherwin’s  life:  clockwise  from  top  left:  1934, 
University  of  Pennsylvania  Training  School  for  Nurses;  1983,  holding  files  for  the  MGH 
School  of  Nursing  Archives,  Boston,  Ma.;  1997,  reading  with  grandniece  Ginny 
Chesson;  outside  her  home  at  70  Marlborough  Street,  Boston;  1996,  as  a docent  in  Trinity 
Church,  Boston;  1968,  at  her  cottage  in  Brentwood,  NH;  1979,  sailing  with  friends  from 
Chorus  Pro  Musica  in  Rockport,  Me.;  1987  in  New  York;  center  - passport  photo,  1966. 
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Out  of  this  World  and  Ahead  of  Her  Time-  an  Appreciation  of  Helen  Frances 
Sherwin,  1916-2005^ 

Marie  Elena  Botte 

“Make  you  the  world  a bit  more  beautiful  and  better  because  you  have  been  in  it.  ” Edward  William  Bok‘ 

Helen  Frances  Sherwin  made  wonderful  bread,  up  to  four  loaves  a day  during  the  Holiday  season,  which 
she  gave  away  to  friends.  She  hiked  with  the  Appalachian  Mountain  Club  for  twenty  years,  she  traveled 
widely,  and  she  gave  tours  of  Trinity  Church  in  Boston  for  a quarter  of  a century.  She  sang,  in  a beautiful 
soprano  voice,  for  most  of  her  life.  She  went  bird  watching  in  Iceland  and  Greenland,  walked  hut-to-hut  in 
the  Alps,  and  planned  a long  solo  trip  through  the  British  Isles  with  the  aid  of  maps,  brochures,  and  travel 
books  by  British  writers: 

On  big  maps  of  England,  Scotland  and  Wales  I located  the  towns  and  villages  I read 
about  in  many,  many  sources.  This  slowed  the  reading  but  it  did  place  me  in  space  and 
time.  The  British  Information  Service  sent  me  ferry  and  railway  schedules,  names  and 
prices  of  simple  inns;  slowly  I developed  my  itinerary.^ 

This  attention  to  detail  and  curiosity  to  expand  her  knowledge  of  the  world  around  her  is  typical  of  Helen 
Sherwin’s  approach  to  life.  Her  nephew,  Sidney  Sherwin  Faulkner,  put  it  this  way'*: 

On  a hike  in  the  Santa  Cruz  mountains,  near  where  I live  in  California,  she  told  me  a 
story  about  hiking  in  Europe,  in  a country  where  English  was  not  the  local  language. 

When  a hiking  party  would  pass  coming  the  other  way  they  would  say  a greeting  in  the 
local  tongue  and  smile.  Hassa^  had  no  idea  what  the  greeting  was,  but  soon  mastered  it 
and  was  able  to  greet  and  smile  with  the  best  of  the  locals.  Wasn’t  that  just  like  her?  She 
always  had  a smile  and  something  pleasant  to  say-  even  in  a language  she  didn’t 
understand. 

She  loved  to  travel,  but  she  also  loved  Boston,  and  she  lived  in  the  same  place  on  Marlborough  Street  for 
fifty  years.  Equally  comfortable  in  the  city  and  the  woods,  she  was  fond  of  gardening,  bird  watching,  and 
entertaining  family  and  friends  in  her  little  vacation  cottage  by  the  Exeter  River  in  Brentwood,  New 
Hampshire.  Although  she  never  had  children  of  her  own,  her  family  was  tremendously  important  to  her; 
she  was  a devoted  niece,  sister,  cousin,  and  aunt.  Combining  her  generous  spirit  with  talented  hands,  she 
knit  a blanket  for  her  baby  sister-to-be  when  she  was  ten,  sewed  matching  summer  outfits  (beach  pajamas 
with  floppy  hats  and  bolero  jackets)  for  her  seven  year  old  sister  and  cousin  as  a project  in  high  school,  and 
later,  when  the  same  cousin  was  grown  with  four  children  would  do  “production  line  sewing’’^  for  the  three 
little  girls.  Throughout  her  life  she  sewed  her  own  fashionable  suits  and  dresses  (using  the  Vogue  Couturier 
pattern  book)  and  mended  her  clothes  to  the  end.  Well  into  her  eighties  she  had  a distinctive  way  of 
wearing  a hat  or  tossing  a scarf  about  her  shoulder.  She  drank  her  tea  “clear”  (black)  and  had  a lifelong 
appreciation  for  color: 

I commuted  by  trolley  to  kindergarten  in  Boulder,  early  when  possible,  to  win  for  the  day 
one  of  two  coveted  little  red  chairs  among  the  drab  brown  ones.’ 


‘ Thanks  and  heartfelt  appreciation  to  Mary  Sherwin  Faulkner,  Helen’s  sister.  Her  kind  and 
generous  assistance  and  insight  made  this  article  possible. 

" Edward  William  Bok  (1863-1930).  From  An  Introduction  to  two  persons,  in  The 
Americanization  of  Edward  Bok.  1921. 

^ Helen  Frances  Sherwin,  in  a letter  to  “Doffy”,  her  aunt  and  godmother  Dorothy  Sherwin  Tucker, 
April  20,  1975 

Sidney  Faulkner,  at  Helen  Sherwin’s  memorial  service.  Trinity  Church,  Boston,  Ma.  March  22, 
2005 

^ This  was  the  family  name  for  Helen  Sherwin,  given  by  her  father  when  she  was  a baby 
^ Mary  Sherwin  Faulkner,  personal  communication,  5/2005 

’ Helen  Frances  Sherwin,  in  a letter  to  “Doffy”,  her  aunt  and  godmother  Dorothy  Sherwin  Tucker, 
April  20,  1975 
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Helen  Sherwin  grew  up  in  a family  that  read  aloud  and  sang  together  and  she  read  extensively  (Jane  Austen 
was  a favorite).  Books  were  her  preferred  gifts  to  nieces  and  nephews,  and  she  only  gave  books  that  she 
herself  had  read,  which  required  her  to  keep  up  with  both  adult  and  children’s  literature.  She  was  a nurse 
and  an  educator  by  profession  but  music  was  her  “great  delight”*: 

The  love  of  music  began  farther  back  than  I can  remember  with  the  sound  of  my  father 
downstairs  at  the  piano  with  Bach.  He,  his  sister  and  their  friends  sang  and  made  music  at 
their  grown-up  parties.  My  brother  and  I sang  together  as  he  played.  (...)  School  days 
gave  me  a rich  gift,  one  of  the  best  1 have  ever  had-  opportunities  for  making  music  with 
others,  and  old  favorites  I might  otherwise  never  have  learned.^ 

Helen  sang  in  her  high  school  chorus,  in  the  St.  James  Choir  of  her  hometown  of  Batavia,  New  York,  and 
later,  in  Philadelphia  with  the  University  Chorus  and  the  Philadelphia  Orchestra  under  Stokowski  and 
Ormandy.  In  Boston,  she  was  a founder  and  member  of  the  Chorus  Pro  Musica,  which  performed  Mozart’s 
Requiem  at  the  memorial  service  for  President  Kennedy,  and  recorded  with  the  Boston  Symphony 
Orchestra: 

My  first  concert  with  this  group  and  the  Boston  Symphony,  under  Koussevitzky,  still 
seems  the  most  difficult  of  the  hundreds  we  have  given-  Henri  Barraud,  the  Mystery  of 
the  Holy  Innocents.  We  learned  and  recited  the  French;  we  clapped  and  beat  out  the 
rhythms;  we  groped  through  the  intervals.  Finally,  we  realized  that  this  was  the  story  of 
the  first  Christian  martyrs-the  babies  massacred  by  Herod-and  we  made  music.  Our  first 
rehearsal  with  Koussevitzky  took  place  Thanksgiving  night,  the  only  time  available;  our 
brash  young  conductor  stepped  forward  to  meet  the  great  Russian  and  to  present  his 
chorus  as  a musical  instrument. 

Her  work  with  the  Chorus  Pro  Musica  was  something  of  an  emotional  and  cultural  lifeline  to  Helen  during 
her  many  years  in  Boston  and  the  friends  she  made  through  the  group  were  among  the  closest  and  dearest 
she  ever  had. 

A bright  and  methodical  child,  Helen  was  the  first  champion  of  the  Buffalo  News  Spelling  Bee  at  age 
twelve,  and  met  President  Calvin  Coolidge  when  she  came  to  Washington,  D.C.  for  the  national 
competition.  A member  of  the  National  Honors  Society  in  High  School,  she  earned  scholarships  to  Smith 
College,  Mt.  Holyoke,  and  Cornell.  This  was  during  the  depression  years,  and  even  with  the  scholarships 
her  family  couldn’t  afford  to  send  her."  So  she  completed  an  additional  “PG”  or  postgraduate  year  of  high 
school  (a  full  course  load  that  included  sewing,  German,  shorthand  and  typing),  and  the  following  year  she 
took  the  Greyhound  bus  350  miles  each  way  from  her  hometown  of  Batavia,  New  York  to  nursing  school  at 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania  Training  School  for  Nurses.  While  she  was  not  strongly  inclined  towards 
nursing,  she  was  nevertheless  a practical  person  and  education  (her  own,  her  family’s,  and  her  students’) 
was  always  important  to  her.  Helen’s  sister  Mary  Sherwin  Faulkner  writes  of  the  time: 

1 vaguely  remember  she  was  unhappy  that  first  year  and  that  there  was  correspondence 
between  the  school  director  and  my  father  about  her  continuing.  1 don’t  know  how  the 
unhappiness  was  manifest,  but  it  was  more  than  homesickness.  (...)  And  it  was  tiring. 

Within  two  weeks  of  beginning  school  the  girls  were  having  classes  in  the  afternoon  and 
working  all  night.  When  she  came  home  on  brief  holidays,  she  did  not  want  to  talk  about 
school.'^ 


* Helen  Frances  Sherwin,  letter  to  Doffy,  April  20,  1975 
^ Ibid. 

'°Ibid. 

" At  one  point  in  her  early  nursing  training  her  father  sold  a small  Currier  & Ives  print  that  had 
initially  cost  him  $10  (an  extravagance  that  disturbed  Helen’s  mother  at  the  time)  to  an  art  dealer, 
and  the  $200  proceeds  went  proudly  towards  Helens’  tuition. 

Maty'  Sherwin  Faulkner,  in  personal  correspondence,  5/25/2005 


Eventually,  she  did  talk  about  school,  about  her  delight  that  swimming  was  required,  and  her  frustration 
over  rules  and  methods  that  seemed  to  be  more  about  discipline  or  control  than  the  practical  aspects  of 
nursing.  In  her  own  writing  years  later  Helen  remembers  “the  nursing  school  where  I was  chronically 
unhappy  and  fearful  of  losing  all  of  the  things  I most  valued-  especially  music  (though  I needn’t  have 
worried).”'^  One  story  she  related  to  her  sister  involved  a class  in  lining  shelves  with  newspaper.  She  did 
her  work  carefully  and  presented  it  proudly  to  the  group  but  her  instructor  was  disapproving-  “Miss 
Sherwin,  the  newspapers  are  upside  down.” 

Perhaps  as  an  antidote  to  her  nursing  school  experience,  Helen’s  Uncle  Stanley  Mitchell  took  Helen  on  a 
seven-month  tour  of  Europe  after  her  graduation,  a trip  she  later  described  as  “a  step  into  another  world.” 
She  saw  Europe  “as  few  girls  not  the  daughters  of  millionaires  saw  it,  a world  which  may  no  longer 
exist. On  this  journey  through  Mussolini’s  Italy,  Monte  Carlo,  and  Paris,  she  took  note  not  only  of  the 
“millennia  of  history,  architecture  and  painting”  but  also  the  “Italian  resentment  and  anger  at  Great  Britain, 
current  political  events,  security  in  American  citizenship  but  distress  at  the  appalling  bad  manners  of 
certain  Americans.”  Her  own  good  manners  were  never  in  question: 

Several  times  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Kingsley  Macomber,  who  lived  at  Villa  LaLestra  invited 
us  to  dinner  on  their  ocean-going  yacht.  Crusader,  in  the  little  harbor.  Twice  we  dined,  on 
the  yacht  and  at  LaLestra,  with  the  old  King  of  Sweden  and  his  entourage.  In  his  eighties, 
he  was  still  playing  tennis.  I carefully  practiced  my  curtsy  to  the  king- Just  a dancing 
school  curtsy.  And,  since  the  King,  wherever  he  is,  is  the  host,  we  drove  to  Nice  to  leave 
our  cards  at  his  hotel  the  following  day.'^ 

The  journey  was  a furthering  of  her  education  in  many  respects,  and  had  a tremendous  effect  on  her: 

In  the  Italian  ocean  liner  1 was  studying  Italian,  using  my  high  school  French,  mapping 
(with  the  aid  of  Baedeker)  the  routes  we  were  to  visit  in  the  Uncle’s  American  car,  using 
the  metric  system  to  determine  the  liters  of  fuel  needed  for  the  kilometers  of  distance,  and 
the  number  of  hotel  and  petrol  coupons  needed  for  tourists’  reduced  rates.  My  assignment 
was  to  scrutinize,  challenge,  and  pay  all  bills,  an  intimidating  task  for  a timid  girl... and  to 
drive. 

If  it  is  true  that  Helen  Sherwin  did  not  enjoy  her  own  nursing  education,  that  perhaps  she  felt  it  was  dreary 
and  uninspiring,  it  is  also  true  that  she  did  everything  in  her  power  to  make  sure  that  her  own  students  did 
not  have  the  same  kind  of  experience  that  she  had  had.  Perhaps  it  was  this  frustration  with  her  own  nursing 
training  that  led  Helen  Sherwin  to  be  such  an  outspoken  advocate  for  students,  and  instilled  in  her  the 
conviction  that  her  students  needed  to  have,  as  an  integral  part  of  their  education,  an  experience  of  the 
wider  world  around  them: 

In  nursing  school  she  taught  us  about  the  Hopi  Indians  and  presented  the  cultural 
background  and  mores  in  a manner  that  we  were  able  to  apply  that  knowledge  to  the 
Italian  patients  we  were  caring  for.  She  arranged  cultural  tours  of  Boston  in 
our  freshman  year  to  expose  us  to  all  that  Boston  had  to  offer...  I still  vividly  remember 
our  tour  of  the  Mapparium  at  the  Christian  Science  Church.  - Diane  Smith  (1966) 

I distinctly  remember  one  early  September  morning,  as  a brand  new  freshman,  standing 
under  the  copper  teakettle  in  the  then  Scollay  Square,  the  air  still  slightly  foggy  and 
smelling  of  Boston  traffic  as  we  set  out  for  "who  knows  where."  Taking  the  MBTA  to 
Isabella  Stewart  Gardner  and  other  heretofore-unknown  museums  to  complete  our 
assignments.  - Mary  Anne  Kieran  (1965) 

I have  many  fond  memories  of  Miss  Sherwin.  Her  classes  opened  my  eyes  to  the  world 
around  me  and  1 feel  that  the  consciousness  she  awoke  in  me  helped  with  my  decision  to 


Helen  Frances  Sherwin,  in  a letter  to  “Doffy”,  her  aunt  and  godmother  Dorothy  Sherwin 
Tucker,  April  20,  1975 

Helen  Frances  Sherwin,  letter  to  Dofly,  1975,  p.  1 
Helen  Frances  Sherwin,  letter  to  Doffy,  p.  2 
Ibid. 


12 


join  the  Peace  Corps.  1 graduated  from  MGH  School  of  Nursing  in  1961,  and  I served 
as  a Peace  Corps  volunteer  in  Tanzania  from  1962  to  1964.  -Ann  Quink  Young 

In  her  own  words,  “I  liked  to  make  it  interesting  for  the  kids  and  to  show  them  the  diversity  of  the  city  that 
I love.  1 enjoyed  all  my  years  at  MGH.””  ‘Miss  Sherwin’  dressed  as  a Hopi  for  her  class  on  ‘the  Hopi 
Way’  and  she  made  sure  that  her  students  understood,  as  she  was  fond  of  saying,  that  ‘‘it  wasn’t  always  the 
other  guy  with  the  accent.”  She  was  open-minded  and  had  a kind  way  of  confronting  bigotry  and 
thoughtless  remarks  by  gently  encouraging  the  speaker  to  envision  the  situation  from  the  other  side.  She 
viewed  the  hospital  as  a community  and  made  sure  that  her  students  knew  Boston  as  a community  as  well: 
She  took  her  students  all  over  town,  to  all  the  neighborhoods,  to  the  North  End, 

Chinatown,  and  the  Back  Bay.  Every  once  in  a while,  she  would  ring  my  bell  and  come 
up  with  a group  of  students- 1 imagine  she  was  thinking  that  they  had  seen  the  outside  of 
a Beacon  Hill  house,  they  might  as  well  see  the  inside.  -Jean  Kefferstan'* 

She  brought  students  to  Alcoholics  Anonymous  meetings  and  to  mental  institutions  outside  of  the  hospital, 
so  that  they  could  have  a better  appreciation  of  the  healing  resources  available  in  the  local  community.  She 
also  read  to  her  students,  and  one  paper  found  among  those  that  she  kept  with  her  for  many  years  is 
annotated  with  “read  to  student  nurses  at  their  request  (selections  by  me).  At  noon  lunch  hour  break, 
students  assembled  in  Bartlett  Hall  Living  Room,  mostly  on  the  floor.”  The  selections  are  from  Walt 
Whitman  (the  Poet),  Genesis  (the  Trial  of  Abraham’s  Faith),  Wilfred  Owen  (Parable  of  the  Old  Man  and 
the  Young),  and  Abraham  Lincoln  (the  Gettysburg  Address).  She  also  read,  each  year,  “An  Introduction  of 
two  Persons,”  from  Edward  Bok’s  The  Americanization  of  Edward  Bok.  The  message  from  the  tale  is  one 
she  spent  her  whole  life  living  out:  make  the  world  a better  place,  wherever  you  are. 

She  had  an  acute  political  sensitivity,  as  well,  and  shared  this  with  her  students: 

I think  that  1 best  remember  her  in  the  library  at  20  Charles,  where  I don't  remember 
being  before  or  after  that  class,  talking  about  our  possible  role  in  the  Bay  of  Pigs  in  Cuba 
in  1962.  Some  of  our  older  classmates  may  have  needed  to  go  but,  as  freshmen,  we 
would  man  the  fort  back  at  MGH.  -Mary  Anne  Kieran  (1965) 

To  the  graduating  class  that  year  she  said  simply,  “Remember,  you,  too,  can  be  drafted.”  Her  political 
sensibilities  were  likely  honed  during  weekends  with  her  aunt  and  ‘champion’  Dorothy  Sherwin  Tucker  at 
the  Summer  Institute  for  Social  Progress  at  Wellesley  College”  and  her  own  travels,  both  domestic  and 
abroad.  Her  aunt  took  her  to  the  Indian  Reservation  near  Akron,  Ohio,  where  people  lived  with  dirt  floors 
and  no  running  water;  she  camped  at  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  reservations,  and  she  traveled  along  the  Mexican 
Pacific  coast,  “six  of  us  in  a battered  old  car,  the  leader  an  anthropologist  from  the  University  of  Chicago, 
to  places  where  no  one  spoke  English  or  Spanish.  I regretted  my  lack  of  historical  knowledge  about  these 
‘Indian’  peoples  and  places...  the  Spaniards  had  been  ruthless.”^® 

Helen  Sherwin  was  Coordinator  of  Science  and  Psychology  at  the  MGH  School  of  Nursing  for  36  years 
and  was  the  first  Honorary  Member  of  the  MGH  School  of  Nursing  Alumnae  Association,  in  1991.  Hired 
by  Sally  Johnson,  she  was  the  third  faculty  member  at  the  school  (after  Ruth  Sleeper  and  Sylvia  Perkins) 
with  a Masters  Degree.  What  impressed  her  about  Sally  Johnson  was  Johnson’s  focus  on  integrity:  “The 
thing  that  stood  out,  over  and  over  again,  was  this  wish  to  do  well,  to  do  the  right  thing.  The  students  didn’t 
understand,  always,  how  concerned  their  leaders  were  in  their  behalf”^'  What  impressed  her  about  Ruth 

” From  a Resident  Profile  in  the  Susan  Bailis  Assisted  Living  facility’s  Neighborhood  News 
Winter  2004-2005,  where  she  moved  at  the  age  of  88  and  received  excellent  care 
Jean  Kefferstan,  longtime  friend 

Helen  Frances  Sherwin,  in  a letter  to  her  cousin’s  husband,  Jack,  1994 
Helen  Frances  Sherwin,  2000,  from  her  resume  for  Trinity  Church  Docent  class.  This  was  a 
nonacademic  group  founded  by  Boston  Brahmins  and  attended  by  leaders  of  “labor  unions  and 
other  groups  concerned  with  civil  rights  and  other  economic  problems,  whom  1 might  otherwise 
never  have  met  at  that  time  in  my  life.” 

Helen  Frances  Sherwin,  in  a taped  interview  with  Linda  Lass  Orrell,  October  9,  1997 
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Sleeper  was  Miss  Sleeper’s  ability  “to  convey  to  the  students  that  they  were  loved. She  came  to  work  at 
the  MGH  School  of  Nursing  because  there  she  found  “a  feeling  for  the  whole  picture-  I’d  never  seen 
anything  like  it.””  Having  taught  “just  about  everything  during  the  war  years”  at  her  prior  teaching  job,  she 
came  to  MGH  to  teach  the  History  of  Nursing,  among  other  subjects,  and  was  both  surprised  and  delighted 
to  discover  that  Ruth  Sleeper,  as  director  of  the  school,  allowed  the  faculty  some  freedom  to  choose  what  to 
include  in  their  courses  and  how  to  teach  the  material. 

When  the  school  closed  she  was  sent  to  a weeklong  workshop  on  the  care  of  archives  of  universities  at 
Case  Western  Reserve.  “1  came  back  delighted,”  she  said  years  later  “with  my  assignment,  which  was  to 
put  things  in  order.””  Put  things  in  order  indeed  she  did.  She  nearly  single  handedly  established  the 
school’s  archives,  indexing  and  hand-tying  bundles  of  papers  and  records  from  over  8,000  students, 
arranged  in  over  700  boxes.  After  completing  her  work  with  the  MGH  School  of  Nursing  Archives  she 
went  on  to  assist  with  the  archives  at  Boston  University  when  their  school  of  nursing  closed,  working  at 
B.U.  until  she  was  83  years  old.  “She  wasn’t  only  interested  in  the  past,”  notes  MGH  IHP  President  Ann 
Caldwell.  “She  came  to  Homecoming  every  year,  and  while  she  was  very  pleased  with  the  new  home  for 
the  archives  at  the  IHP,  her  interest  didn’t  stop  there;  she  was  always  very  concerned  about  the  students. 

Those  who  knew  her  at  the  MGH  School  of  Nursing  recall  her  as  an  inspiring,  eye-opening  instaictor,  a 
dedicated  educator  and  a quietly  thoughtful  colleague.  “When  1 was  teaching,”  notes  Marlene  Norton 
(1961),  “she  would  ask  how  my  rose  garden  was  doing.  She  picked  up  on  the  things  that  mattered  to  us  and 
she  was  truly  interested.  1 would  bring  in  roses  to  the  office  and  of  course,  they  could  be  smelled  a mile 
away.”  A very  private  person,  she  is  remembered  by  Diane  Smith  (1966)  as  “one  of  the  most  kind  and 
gentle  ladies  1 have  ever  known.  She  had  an  intellectual  curiosity  that  was  fabulous.”  She  was  a tremendous 
friend”  to  those  who  were  close  to  her-  loyal,  efficient,  sensitive  and  caring^’.  She  was  “like  an  aunt”  to  the 
children  of  a good  friend”  and  the  ‘perfect  aunt’  to  her  nephews,  taking  them  out  for  adventures  in  her 
convertible: 

When  my  brother  Harrison  and  1 were  little,  some  of  our  best  weekends  were  when  Hassa 
would  take  us  into  Boston  for  a Saturday  adventure.  Boston  was  her  town,  and  she  knew 
all  the  best  places  to  go.  We  would  often  go  to  an  ethnic  part  of  town  to  experience 
something  new  and  different...!  remember  a freezing  cold  winter  day  when  she  took  us  t 
a warm  2-3  story  atrium-  full  of  plants  and  people  reading  books,  warm  and  spring-like. 

She  knew  ALL  the  wonderful  places  to  go.” 

Helen  Sherwin’s  whole  life  she  was  of  service  to  those  around  her,  (“we  were  raised  to  be  helpful,” 
according  to  her  sister  Mary).  She  helped  to  pay  for  her  sister’s  high  school  and  college  tuition,  she  was  a 
sort  of  housemother  to  many  younger  residents  and  tenants  in  her  building  at  70  Marlborough  Street,  she 
did  some  visiting  of  shut-ins,  and  she  broke  her  hip  when  she  fell  picking  up  trash  outside  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library  in  her  eighties.  Even  after  her  death,  her  service  continues  (she  requested  that  her  body  be 
given  to  the  Harvard  Medical  School  in  its  Anatomical  Gifts  Program).  Mary  Caira  Class  of  1959  said;  her 
life  was  one  of  incredible,  quiet  good,  unknown  good  and  this  world  is  indeed  a better  place  for  her 
presence. 


” Ibid. 

” Ibid. 

” Ibid. 

” Ann  Caldwell,  personal  communication 
Conversation  with  Helen’s  longtime  friend  Jean  Kefferstan 
” Elaine  Bowditch,  who  sang  with  her  for  years  in  the  Chorus  Pro  Musica 
” Jean  Kefferstan,  personal  communication 

” Sidney  Sherwin  Faulkner,  Helen’s  nephew,  from  his  remembrance  at  her  memorial  service 
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Student  Paper  Award 


The  MGHNAA  is  accepting  submissions  from  the  students  of  the  MGHIHP  Graduate 
Program  in  Nursing  for  the  Student  Paper  Award.  The  awards  will  be  made  in  October 
and  May  annually.  Deadline  for  submission  is  October  10  and  May  10  each  year.  The 
purpose  of  this  award  is  to  provide  a mechanism  by  which  to  recognize  outstanding 
students  for  creative  and  innovative  writing  skills  in  defining  what  nursing  is  to  them  or  a 
topic  of  current  interest  in  nursing.  The  winning  paper  will  be  recognized  as  follows: 

• A $500  cash  award 

• The  paper  will  be  published  in  the  Alumnae  Record 
Eligibility  and  Requirements: 

This  award  is  open  to  all  students  of  the  MGHIHP  Graduate  Program  in  Nursing  at  the 
time  of  submission  deadline. 
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Defeating  Damocles: 

Adolescent  Development  in  Oncology 
MGH  Institute  of  Health  Professions 
Christie  Corcoran 
Spring,  2005 

"Life  resembles  the  sword  of  Damocles;  the  sword  is  ever  suspended."  -Voltaire 

Cicero  writes  the  story  of  the  B.C.  tyrant  of  Syracuse,  Dionysius  and  his  courtier, 
Damocles.  Damocles  was  forever  envious  of  Dionysius’  life  of  luxury,  riches,  and  fame.  So  much 
so,  that  one  day,  Dionysius  offers  Damocles  one  entire  day  to  try  living  his  life.  Damocles,  of 
course,  accepts.  Damocles  enjoys  this  experiment  until,  at  dinner,  he  chanced  to  look  up  and 
notice  a sword  hangingjust  above  his  head  held  only  by  a single  horse’s  hair.  This,  the  tyrant 
explained,  was  what  life  as  a ruler  was  truly  like.  Terrified,  Damocles  quickly  revised  his  opinion 
of  what  made  up  a good  life  and  asked  to  be  released.  He  eagerly  returned  to  his  poorer,  but  safer, 
existence. 

Dr.  Mary  Self,  a survivor  of  adolescent  osteosarcoma,  likens  her  experience  of  life  with  cancer  to 
the  sword  of  Damocles  and  the  so-called  “Damocles  Syndrome”  of  cancer  survivors.  “No  story” 
she  explains,  “could  more  accurately  describe  the  legacy  of  overcoming  the  original  diagnosis” 
(Self,  1999).  Indeed,  the  psychological  stresses  she  describes  throughout  her  treatment  and  after 
her  remission  are  harrowing,  as  if  a sword,  as  it  were,  was  forever  hanging  over  her  head,  ready  to 
drop  at  any  moment.  New  anxieties  would  crop  up  where  old  ones  had  been  put  to  rest,  trial  after 
physical  trial  would  challenge  her  nerves,  and  psychosocial  insecurities  left  her  defenseless.  She 
has  fought  and  won  many  of  these  battles,  but  feels  the  war  is  not  over  yet.  “I  do  not  know  how 
far  Damocles  made  it  through  the  banquet,  but  I think  I am  on  the  ‘coffee  and  mints’  course  now. 

I have  glanced  at  the  ceiling  more  times  than  1 can  remember,  but  I have  enjoyed  the  tastes  of 
survival”  (Self,  1999).  Truly,  the  idea  that  cancer  destroys,  psychologically  as  well  as  physically, 
runs  deep  in  the  research  and  literature. 

But,  there  may  be  a positive  side  to  offset  this  grim  scenario.  For  instance,  consider  perhaps  a 
developmental  acceleration,  most  dramatically  apparent  in  adolescent  patients,  a maturity  and 
resiliency  acquired  through  this  experience.  In  practice,  I have  noticed  an  abounding  pre- 
occupation with  the  mal-adaptation,  psychological  side  effects,  and  developmental  regressions  of 
adolescents  during  cancer  treatment.  Primary  providers  continuously  ask  the  patient  and  family  if 
they  need  any  help  navigating  through  the  harrowing  ordeal.  Psychosocial  providers  are  on  call 
for  any  needed  kind  words  or  for  a shoulder  to  cry  on.  Psychiatric  providers  are  ready  for  any 
necessary  assessment  or  pharmacological  remedies.  And  there  is  an  abundance  of  coping 
strategies  available  for  family  and  patients  in  the  form  of  pamphlets,  books,  and  videos.  Yet, 
oddly  enough,  I noticed  many  who  somehow  manage  to  function  quite  well  amidst  the  chaos  of 
treatment.  Relative  to  the  “trials  and  tribulations”  of  primary  care  inoculations  and  finger  pokes, 
many  patients  rarely  complain  or  put  up  a fight.  There  are  smiles  in  the  clinic  and  even  laughter 
heard  in  the  playrooms.  So,  what  is  it  that  differentiates  the  adaptive  adolescent  patient  from  the 
mal-adaptive  one?  In  large  part,  the  facets  of  these  better-  adjusted  patients  are  not  being 
investigated  as  rigorously.  Indeed,  peer-  based  information  from  a fellow  patient  may  be  even 
more  poignant  for  the  adolescent  or  family  that  is  not  coping  as  well.  Though  the  literature  may 
not  yet  fully  substantiate  such  positive  data,  it  is  in  the  best  interest  of  all  oncology  patients  to 
consider  this  possibility  and  think  towards  the  implications  for  healthcare  practice. 

Physically  and  emotionally,  the  normal  tasks  of  adolescent  development  include  processing 
through  puberty  and  sexual  maturation  towards  adulthood.  Furthermore,  the  characteristic  ways 
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of  normal  adolescent  thinking  are  related  to  what  has  been  tenned  by  Elkind  as  the  invincibility 
fable,  the  personal  fable  and  the  imaginary  audience.  An  overarching  ego-  centrism  is  implicit  in 
these  three  characteristics.  (Elkind,  1978)  For  instance,  the  invincibility  fable  may  lead  to  risk- 
taking behaviors  based  on  a sense  of  invulnerability.  Similarly,  a personal  fable  is  the 
adolescent’s  belief  that  their  personal  experiences  and  feelings  are  completely  unique.  Finally,  the 
imaginary  audience  is  that  exaggerated  feeling  that  everyone  is  watching,  criticizing,  judging  the 
individual,  lending  to  a self-consciousness  typical  of  this  stage.  (Elkind,  1978)  In  taking  this  one 
step  further,  Neinstein  divides  adolescence  into  three  distinct  periods;  early,  middle,  and  late 
adolescence.  Early  adolescence,  11-14  years,  is  essentially  concerned  with  peers  and  fitting  into 
the  peer  group.  Middle  adolescence,  15-17  years,  is  focused  more  on  body  image,  sexuality, 
dating,  and  independence.  In  late  adolescence,  18-21  years,  identity  is  forming,  career  choices  are 
being  made,  and  relationships  are  becoming  more  intimate.  (Neinstein,  2002) 

The  hypothesis  suggested  earlier  is  based  on  an  assumption  that  some  adolescents  dealing  with 
life  threatening  illness  (such  as  cancer)  may  experience  a change  in  this  normal  developmental 
trajectory.  It  may  be  logical  to  assume,  as  in  the  Damocles  Syndrome,  that  the  trauma  of  illness 
and  the  toxicity  of  treatment  may  inhibit  or  disable  normal  development.  And,  indeed  there  is  a 
plethora  of  clinical  evidence  and  research  arguing  that  mal-adaptation  and  developmental 
regression  can  and  does  occur.  Considering  this  research  in  treating  survivors,  practitioners  may 
be  able  to  target  the  early  warning  signs  in  new  patients.  For  example.  Carlo  Clerici’s  group 
studied  one  patient  in  particular  who  was  seemingly  well-  adjusted  post  childhood 
rhabdomyosarcoma  treatment.  However,  in  her  follow  up  visits  to  the  clinic,  doctors  noted  signs 
of  severe  psychological  distress  taking  shape.  Specifically,  the  young  woman  was  having 
significant  “difficulty  in  controlling  her  emotions  due  to  defense  mechanisms  and  massive 
rationalization”  she  had  developed  during  treatment  as  coping  skills  (Clerici,  2004).  The  authors 
argue  that  doctors  must  learn  to  notice  telltale  signs  and  “take  time  to  investigate  a patient’s  social 
life”  in  order  to  identify  developmental  and  psychopathological  disorders  (Clerici,  2004). 
Certainly  for  children,  peer  interaction  is  of  high  importance,  so  this  type  of  “investigation”  may 
serve  many  useful  purposes. 

In  another  study  out  of  Children’s  Hospital  of  Philadelphia,  researchers  looked  at  130 
former  childhood  leukemia  patients  and  155  control  group  patients  as  well  as  parents  in  each 
group  to  determine  posttraumatic  stress,  family  functioning,  and  social  support.  Although  there 
were  no  significant  differences  in  family  functioning  or  social  support,  multivariate  analysis  and 
con-variance  indicated  more  posttraumatic  stress  symptoms  in  leukemia  survivors  and  their 
families  (Kazak,  1997).  Child  age,  age  at  diagnosis,  and  months  off  treatment  did  not  impact 
these  outcomes.  These  authors  argue  for  similar  intervention  during  and  after  treatment, 
highlighting  the  need  for  assessment  of  posttraumatic  stress  in  particular.  (Kazak,  1997) 

A third  article  looks  specifically  at  the  psychosocial  toll  cancer  has  on  young  adult  male  survivors 
of  Hodgkin’s  disease.  In  studying  60  males  between  the  ages  of  20  and  47  with  a control  group  of 
20  healthy  men,  assessments  included  self-  report,  projective  testing,  observer  rating,  and 
interview.  Findings  showed  that  the  cancer  group  had  “lower  levels  of  intimacy  motivation, 
increased  avoidance  thinking  about  illness,  prolonged  difficulty  in  returning  to  pre-morbid  work 
status,  and  illness  related  concerns”  (Celia,  1986).  Additionally,  late  stage  and  more  aggressively 
treated  patients  were  at  highest  risk  for  these  psychological  distresses  (Celia,  1986).  These 
authors  noted  this  last  piece  as  an  indication  for  increased  clinical  surveillance  of  psychosocial 
issues  with  increased  degree  of  disease.  Again,  much  of  children’s  developmental  work  has  to  do 
with  peer  relationships,  and  if  these  are  so  negatively  affected  early  on,  long-term  issues  can 
spiral  forth  as  is  evident  here. 

However,  there  is  a new  trend  in  the  research  that  argues  against  these  mal-adaptive  theories.  This 
brand  of  study  discusses  more  positive,  if  not  advanced  developmental  characteristics  in  this 
population.  For  instance,  one  qualitative  study  out  of  Central  Queensland  University  in  Australia 
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explored  the  notion  of  spirituality  and  cancer,  collecting  data  from  12  survivors  of  adolescent 
hematologic  malignancies.  The  results  indicated,  “increased  confidence  and  assertiveness,  less 
dependence  on  the  approval  of  others,  greater  ability  to  assert  personal  needs,  increased 
awareness  of  body  needs,  being  less  judgmental  and  more  compassionate”  (McGrath,  2004). 
Although  the  study  was  purely  qualitative,  it  noted  these  striking  diversions  from  normal 
adolescent  behavior.  This  type  of  autonomy  and  self-  assurance  is  not  typically  noted  until 
adulthood. 

In  North  Carolina,  researchers  studied  family  dynamics  resulting  from  the  cancer  experience. 
Specifically,  the  group  observed  that  the  rate  of  parents  accompanying  their  survivor  children  to 
follow  up  visits  at  the  Duke  University  Medical  Center  was  almost  three  times  that  of  parents  in 
primary  care  or  subspecialty  internal  medicine  (Ressler,  2003).  This  study  used  a parental 
questionnaire  to  further  investigate  this  phenomenon.  Accordingly,  they  found  that  most  parents 
felt  there  was  a “unique  bond  created  by  the  cancer  experience  that  did  not  diminish  with  the 
increasing  age  of  their  children”  (Ressler,  2003).  Theoretically,  this  kind  of  family  connectedness 
does  not  usually  develop  until  late  adolescence  and  early  adulthood  when  the  individual  is 
expected  to  have  developed  a greater  sense  of  relational  intimacy. 

One  of  the  more  influential  studies  out  of  St.  Jude’s  Children’s  Hospital,  Tennessee  makes  a case 
for  the  maturity  and  sophisticated  decision-  making  skills  of  adolescents  with  end-  of-  life  choices 
(Hinds,  2001 ).  Dr.  Pamela  Hinds  presented  their  research  at  the  Dana  Farber  Cancer  Institute  on 
Februaiy  9,  2005.  After  reviewing  the  methods,  procedures  and  findings  of  the  study.  Hinds  made 
note  of  an  unexpected,  but  exceptional,  finding.  These  adolescents  were  able  to  transcend  normal 
development  to  think  towards  a future  that  may  not  include  them  and  make  decisions  based  on 
others’  benefit — a non-  ego-  centrism  not  typically  seen  in  adolescents,  much  less  many  adults 
(Hinds,  2005).  Some  adolescents  chose  to  enroll  in  clinical  trials  that  had  little  hope  for  their  own 
cure,  but  that  might  help  other  children  in  the  future.  Other  adolescents  chose  no  further  care  so 
that  their  families  could  more  quickly  return  to  their  normal  lives.  One  adolescent  even  verbalized 
that  when  this  was  “all  over”,  her  mother  and  step-  father  could  reconcile  their  strained 
relationship.  (Hinds,  2005)  As  Hinds  noted,  it  is  extraordinary  for  a young  person  to  reach  such 
levels  of  maturity  and  clarity  (Hinds,  2005).  Such  selfless  behavior  and  purity  of  reason  evokes  a 
new  curiosity  to  uncover  the  nature  of  a child  with  cancer. 

Accelerated  maturity  may  be  one  defining  factor,  but  what  else  might  explain  these  observable, 
positive  variations?  Research  on  resiliency,  and  the  ability  to  transfomi  disaster  into  a growth 
experience  and  move  forward,  is  developing  in  the  psychological  literature.  According  to  the 
extensive  work  of  Dr.  Laura  Polk,  a similar  shift  is  occurring  in  these  studies  away  from 
measuring  maladaptive  behaviors  to  focusing  on  more  positive  characteristics  (Polk,  1997). 
Although  there  has  yet  to  be  any  significant  empirical  data  on  resilience,  the  theory  is  not  a new 
one.  Nursing  theorists  Margaret  Newman  and  Martha  Rogers  have  long  held  that  there  are 
unfolding  and  multi-dimensional  patterns  that  evolve  within  crisis.  When  catastrophe  strikes, 
chaos  ensues  until  a higher  level  of  organization  can  be  achieved.  This  is,  indeed,  the  underlying 
assumption  in  the  resiliency  theory:  that  some  individuals  have  the  ability  to  “reorganize”  better 
than  others  (Polk,  1997).  The  research  on  resiliency  in  children  points  out  that  there  may  be 
different  vulnerabilities  at  different  developmental  phases,  but  that  the  child’s  ability  to  “bounce 
back”  from  trauma  has  been  largely  unmatched  in  the  adult  world  (Masten,  2005),  a 
developmental  “plus”  to  youth  and  adolescence. 

Could  we  consider  that  a child  in  this  circumstance  may  also  gain  an  appreciation  of  life  and  all 
of  its  component  parts  that  traditionally  only  adults — having  gone  through  many  more  life 
experiences — are  thought  to  appreciate?  In  the  Australian  study  previously  mentioned,  adolescent 
survivors  verbalized  positive  outcomes  such  as  “the  gift  of  extra  life”  and  “the  desire  to  live  life 
to  the  fuIlesf’(McGrath,  2004).  Likewise,  a study  looking  at  some  of  the  negative  affects  of 
cancer  noted,  “the  adolescents  said  they  were  pleased  and  grateful  to  be  alive.  Recovery  meant 
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for  them  the  beginning  of  a new  life,  although  some  said  they  concentrated  on  living  here  and 
now”  (Hokkanen,  2004).  Quotes  from  this  study  re-enforces  the  argument;  “You’re  happy  really 
just  to  be  alive. . . many  times  you  saw  yourself  in  the  grave,  but  the  thing  is  we’re  here  and 
getting  on  with  life  every  day  and  everything’s  Just  fine.”  “My  medication  ended  in  July.  I 
thought  why  not  start  my  life  all  over  properly  from  the  beginning?”  (Hokkenen,  2004).  Could 
these  children  be  achieving  a certain  level  of  clarity,  understanding,  and  perhaps  wisdom  that 
resembles  adult  maturity?  For,  under  such  circumstances,  it  may  be  easier  to  comprehend  the 
unconditional  love  of  family  and  the  nature  of  a true  friend.  As  a patient,  it  may  be  clear  that 
while  every  day  may  not  be  a good  day,  it  is  another  day  none-  the-  less.  There  may  be  yet  other 
factors  inherent  in  the  cancer  experience  that  we  have  not  yet  uncovered. 

In  considering  the  implications  to  healthcare  practice,  ethical  issues  arise.  Adolescents  are  most 
often  treated  as  minors  in  a medical  environment  based  on  the  assumption  that  they  are  following 
a normal  developmental  trajectory.  Taking  into  consideration  a possible  developmental 
acceleration,  the  medical  team  may  be  faced  on  one  hand  with  the  legal  issues  of  a mature  minor 
and  on  the  other  with  the  ethical  issues  of  paternalism.  For  example,  according  to  the  Mature 
Minor  Rule  in  Massachusetts,  only  legally  “emancipated”  minors  (self-supported,  married, 
pregnant,  military,  or  emancipated  by  court),  those  minors  given  decision-making  authority 
(minor  seeking  treatment  for  sexually  transmitted  disease,  pregnancy,  or  drug  or  alcohol  abuse), 
or  patients  who  have  reached  the  legal  age  of  majority  (18  years  old  in  most  states)  are  entitled  to 
full  informed  consent  (Committee  on  Bioethics,  1995,  p316).  No  mention  of  a developmentally 
mature  adolescent  is  found.  However,  within  the  mandates  of  this  rule  it  states,  “the  minor  was 
presumed  to  acquire  the  capacity  to  consent  when  she  had  the  ability  of  the  average  person  to 
understand  and  weigh  the  risks  and  benefits  of  a proposed  course  of  action”  (2002,  p2).  This 
implies  that  if  pediatric  oncology  patients  fit  these  criteria,  they  could  fall  under  the  mandates  of 
informed  consent.  As  it  is  now,  it  is  ultimately  up  to  the  parents  and  the  physician  to  make 
healthcare  decisions  for  the  adolescent  patient. 

The  Committee  on  Bioethics  has  taken  it  upon  themselves  to  tackle  this  problem  in  so  far  as  to 
dissect  these  very  possibilities  and  suggest  possible  practical  applications  in  healthcare.  William 
G.  Bartholome,  MD,  one  of  the  authors  of  the  first  draft  of  this  piece,  “wanted  the  experience, 
perspective,  and  power  of  children  to  be  taken  seriously”  (Committee  on  Bioethics,  1995).  In  the 
opening  credits,  the  present  authors  site  his  contribution  to  “helping  us  more  fully  appreciate  that 
children  are  in  the  process  of  becoming,  in  his  words,  ‘intelligent,  observant,  capable,  and 
responsible  persons’  who  deserve  respect”  (Committee  on  Bioethics,  1995).  To  this  end,  the 
statement  sheds  a new  light  on  what  may  some  day  become  policy  for  children,  especially 
adolescents,  facing  important  life  decisions.  Additionally,  the  practical  medical  applications  put 
forth  in  this  article  are  based  on  the  assumption  that  “consent”  implies  certain  judgments  about 
proposed  medical  interventions.  Therefore  “a  person  who  consents  responds  based  on  unique 
personal  beliefs,  values,  and  goals”  (Committee  on  Bioethics,  1995).  This  is  paramount 
particularly  when  someone  other  than  the  adolescent  patient  is  consenting  for  that  patient’s  care. 
Furthermore,  it  is  made  clear  in  this  document  that  “patients  should  participate  in  decision- 
making commensurate  with  their  development”  (Committee  on  Bioethics,  1995)  whether  this  be 
assent  or  consent.  Indeed  these  outlined  applications  are  re-emphasized  throughout.  Indeed,  their 
outlined  applications  are  also  based  on  age  and  developmental  stage.  For  example,  for  infants  and 
toddlers,  informed  permission  from  the  parent  is  advised.  With  school-  age  children,  it  is  advised 
to  seek  the  assent  of  the  patient  (when  developmentally  appropriate)  in  addition  to  informed 
permission  of  the  parent.  Adolescents,  especially  those  emancipated  or  mature  minors,  informed 
assent,  at  the  very  least,  is  stressed.  Parental  permission  and  involvement  in  adolescent  decisions 
is  advised.  (Committee  on  Bioethics,  1995). 

Further  analysis  of  consent  in  the  case  of  pediatric  oncology  is  clearly  warranted.  One  research 
group  studying  219  adult  and  pediatric  oncology  patients  participating  in  the  informed  consent 
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warned  that  the  very  process  by  which  health  care  providers  and/  or  researchers  elicit  informed 
consent  needs  further  examination  for  refinement  and  ethical  considerations  (Simon,  2004). 
Pamela  Hinds’  study  also  delves  into  this  question  stressing  the  need  for  guidelines  especially  in 
end-  of-  life  decision-  making  with  adolescents.  In  keeping  with  Bartholome’s  edict,  this  study 
emphasizes  that  the  guidelines  should  be  intended  to  assist  patients,  parents,  and  healthcare 
providers  to  make  end-of-life  decisions  that  “reflect  the  values  and  best  interests  of  the  patient” 
(Hinds,  2001 ).  This  study  also  shows  “particular  satisfaction  reported  by  (parents  and  patients) 
when  the  child  or  adolescent  patient  is  able  to  convey  preferences  and  participate  in  decision- 
making discussions”  (Hinds,  2001).  Both  legally  and  ethically,  then,  it  seems  clear  that  there  is  a 
push  for  adolescents  to  play  a larger  role  in  their  health  care  decisions. 

In  the  poem.  The  Road  Not  Taken,  Robert  Frost  describes  a break  in  the  main  road  and  a decision 
to  take  an  uncharted  path.  It  is  an  old  story  of  traversing  the  often  unpopular  and  certainly 
difficult  path  to  independence,  individuality,  and  inner  strength.  This  poem  is  often  recalled  in 
times  of  strife  or  difficulty  as  a symbol  of  the  positive  results  of  hard  work.  And,  although  these 
adolescent  patients  may  not  choose  their  path  through  cancer,  the  journey  is  similar  to  the  one 
Frost  describes — having  to  forge  a new  road  amidst  many  formidable  obstacles.  In  some  cases, 
the  journey  is  too  hard  and  damages  the  traveler.  In  other  cases,  extraordinary  courage  and  insight 
is  evoked  by  such  a trip.  In  any  case,  change  is  evident  and  in  the  end,  whatever  this  result  may 
be,  the  traveler  re-emerges,  new. 

In  this  paper,  it  is  argued  that  the  travelers  of  pediatric  oncology,  particularly  adolescents, 
experience  such  monumental  change.  It  has  been  observed  that  something  truly  remarkable  may 
happen  to  some  of  these  adolescents  that  causes  them  to  behave  seemingly  beyond  their 
developmental  years.  The  individual  provider  must  be  able  to  recognize  what  Polk  has  described 
as  resiliency  and  what  others  observe  as  maturity  to  encourage  it  forth  in  these  particular  patients. 
In  nurturing  in  this  way,  with  guidance  and  support,  the  provider  may  aid  the  patient  in  an 
exploration  of  meaning.  According  to  Newman  and  Rogers,  this  is  a major  component  in  coping 
with  trauma.  Perhaps  this  is  the  root  of  resiliency.  Or  maybe,  it  is  the  seeds  of  maturity.  In  any 
case,  it  may  create  an  environment  in  which  a positive  and  self-  full  filling  prophecy  can  take 
shape.  It  is  important  to  emphasize  the  inner  capabilities  of  these  patients  as  they  forge  the 
difficult  path  through  treatment  and  into  remission.  All  patients  deserve  to  live  happy,  well- 
adjusted  lives  without  the  threat  of  Damocles’  sword. 

Two  roads  diverged  in  a yellow  wood, 

And  sorry  I could  not  travel  both 
And  be  one  traveler,  long  I stood 
And  looked  down  one  as  far  as  I could 
To  where  it  bent  in  the  undergrowth. . . 

I shall  be  telling  this  with  a sigh 
Somewhere  ages  and  ages  hence: 

Two  roads  diverged  in  the  wood  and  I — 

I took  the  one  less  traveled  by. 

And  that  made  all  the  difference. 
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Price  List  Gift  Items 

-2005 

Key  Ring  (MGH  Pin) 

$20.00 

Tote  Bag  (with  Sundial) 

$20.00* 

Note  (^10  small  cards  with  nurse) 

$10.00 

Note  P^per  {^6  large  cards  with  sundial) 

$10.00* 

1 large  full  color  note  card(sundiai)$  3.50* 

Mugs 

$10.00 

Umbrella  Blue 

$15.00 

For  each  order  please  add  $4.50  to  cover 

postage  and  handling. 

* Not  available  until  Homecoming  2005. 

Send  your  order  with  a check  to  cover  the  items  requested  to  the  Alumnae  Office. 

Please  allow  2-3  weeks  for  (delivery. 

Matching  Gifts 


Today  more  companies  are  letting  employees  determine  where  their  charitable  donation 
dollars  are  spent.  This  is  done  through  a “Matching  Gift”  program.  The  major  criteria 
most  corporations  have  to  determine  if  donations  can  be  matched  is  that  the  donation  is  to 
a designated  501c-3  non-profit  organization.  The  company  also  requires  that  the 
organization  receiving  the  funds  fill  out  their  matching  gift  form  and  return  it  with  the 
proper  tax  information  for  their  records. 

If  the  company  you  work  for  offers  a “Matching  Gift”  program,  remember  your 
donations  to  the  Alumnae  Association  are  probably  eligible.  Check  your  company  policy 
today.  Then  when  you  send  your  donation,  send  us  the  company  form  for  matching 
funds  and  we  will  do  the  rest.  Help  the  scholarship  funds  grow  by  doubling  your 
donation  through  the  Matching  Gift  program  where  you  work. 
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Massachusetts  General  Hospital  Nurses  Alumnae  Association,  Inc. 
Application  for  the  Felicia  Kulig  Fullerton  or  Sally  Johnson  Scholarship 

General  Requirements: 

1 . Active  member  of  the  Alumnae  Association  (paid  up  dues  for  2 years  prior  to  applying  and 
for  the  duration  of  the  scholarship). 

2.  Application  must  be  received  preferably  by  May  1*‘  or  prior  to  the  course  of  study. 

3.  Scholarship  to  be  returned  if  another  full  tuition  grant  is  awarded. 

4.  Preference  will  be  given  if  the  degree  pursued  is  in  Nursing. 

5.  A copy  of  the  course  registration  must  be  submitted  before  the  check  will  be  released. 

6.  At  the  end  of  the  semester,  passing  grades  must  be  submitted  showing  the  completion  of 
course. 

Name  of  Applicant 

(last)  (first)  (middle/maiden) 


Present  Address 


Telephone  Number/Email  Address 

Permanent  Address  ( if  different  from  above) 

Date  of  Graduation  from  MGH  or  IHP State  currently  registered  in 

How  long  have  you  been  an  active  member  in  the  Alumnae? 

Have  you  applied  for  or  received  any  other  scholarship  assistance? 

If  so,  please  give  sources,  amounts  and  date  received 

Which  college/university  do  you  plan  to  attend? 

Tuition  needed  for  course  or  semester credits 

Attending  full  or  part  time? total  credits  earned  to  date 

Any  portion  of  the  course  cost  reimbursed  by  your  employer? 

When  do  you  anticipate  receiving  your  degree? 

What  degree  are  you  working  towards  in  Nursing? other  field? 

What  are  your  future  plans  in  Nursing? 

Education  other  than  MGH/IHP 

College/University  Address  Dates  Attended  Credits/Degrees 


Professional  Experience  since  Graduation  from  MGH/IHP:  Include  position,  full  or  part  time, 
agency  and  dates.  Attach  a separate  sheet  if  needed. 


I have  read  the  statements  in  this  application  and  declare  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  they 
are  correct. 

Signature Date 

Public  Law  9338  makes  it  necessary  to  have  a signature  in  order  to  look  at 
your  school  records.  Signing  of  this  application  gives  the  committee 
chairperson  permission  to  look  at  your  MGH  or  IHP  school  records,  if 
necessary.  Rev/2002 
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Annabella  McCrae  Loan  Fund  Application 

The  Loan  hind  is  available  to  active  members  of  the  Alumnae  Association  to  aid  m further  education  in  the  field 
of  nursing.  A sum  not  to  exceed  $8,000  may  be  borrowed  per  lifetime.  Repayments  are  made  on  a monthly 
installment  plan,  due  on  the  10"'’  of  each  month,  commencing  three  months  after  completion  of  the  program.  Full 
details  of  the  loan  fund  is  available  from  the  Alumnae  Office. 

Name  of  Applicant: 

(first)  (mtddle/maiden) 


Present  Address:  

(Dumber  tod  street) 


(city)  (state)  (zip) 

Telephone  Number: 

Permanent  Address: 


Date  of  Graduation  from  MGH State  in  which  you  are  currently  registered 

How  long  have  you  been  an  active  member  in  The  Alumnae‘s 

Have  you  applied  for  or  received  other  scholarship  assistance‘s 

If  so,  please  give  sources,  amounts  and  date  received 

What  College/University  are  you  planning  to  attend';’ 

Cost  of  course Credits 

What  portion  of  the  cost  of  the  course  is  reimbursed  by  your  employer's 

WTien  do  you  anticipate  receiving  your  degree's 

Will  your  degree  be  in  nursing's If  not,  in  what's 

What  degree  are  you  working  toward 

W'hat  are  your  future  plans  in  nursing‘s 

Education  Other  than  MGH  Diploma:  Include  name  of  College/University,  address,  dates 
attended,  and  credits/degrees  Attach  separate  sheet  if  needed 


Professional  Experience  Since  Graduation  from  MGH:  Include  position,  full  or  part  time, 
agency,  and  dates.  Attach  separate  sheet  if  needed. 


I have  read  the  statements  in  this  application  and  declare  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  they 
are  correct 


(si^ature  of  applicant) 


(date) 


Public  Law  93383  makes  it  necessary  to  have  a signature  in  order  to  look  at  your  school  record 
Signing  of  this  application  gives  the  committee  chairman  permission  to  look  at  your  MGH  school 
of  nursing  record,  if  necessary 
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Balfour  Items  for  Sale 


Balfour  still  supplies  the  MGH  nursing  pin,  to  order  you  need  to  specify  the  Spec. 

Ref.#  143990  and  the  die  # S229.  The  cost  (as  of  September  2002)  plus  state  tax  is  as 
follows:  14  k yellow  gold  at  $190.00,  10  k yellow  gold  at  $145.00,  gold  filled  at  $63.00. 
Order  from  Balfour:  O’Brien  & Johnson  Inc.  1 800  972  5398  Att:  Carol  Esmeraldo. 


Do  Yon  Own  The  Set? 

A CENTENNIAL  REVIEW 
1873-1973 

THE  MASSACHUSETTS  GENERAL  HOSPITAL 
SCHOOL  OF  NURSING 

BY 

Sylvia  Perkins 

Available  for  $10.00  per  copy 


The  Next  Twenty-Five  Years 
1973-  1998 

By 

Karen  Wolf 

Available  for  $15.00  per  copy 

Both  Books  can  be  purchased  as  a set  for  $25  per  set. 

An  Alumnae  Tribute 

A history  of  the  MGH  Nurses’  Alumnae  Association 
And  Summary  of  the  125"’  Celebration  - 1999 

By 

Linda  Lass-Schuhmacher 

Available  for  $15.00  per  copy 

All  three  books  can  be  purchased  from  the  Alumnae  Office. 

Please  add  $6.00  shipping  and  handling  to  each  order. 
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Class  Notes-  please  contaet  the  editor  if  you  would  be  willing  to  serve  as  a 
representative  for  your  class,  and  your  contact  information  will  be  included  in  the 
next  edition-  thank  you! 


1927 

The  alumnae  office  received  a note  from  Sylvia  Allen  Nelson; 

Please  note  the  death  of  Margaret  M.  Allen  of  Hanover,  NH  on  2/24/2005.  She  was  a proud 
MGH  nurse. 

1929 

Ann  Quink  Young  (1961)  sent  in  an  obituary  for  Christine  H.  Moore  Binnall  and  a donation  to 
the  Sundial  Sculpture  Fund  to  honor  her  memory.  She  was  a First  Lieutenant  in  the  U.  S.  Army 
Nurse  Corps  in  World  War  II,  spending  two  and  a half  years  in  Africa  and  Italy. 

1932 

Bessie  McLellan,  93,  of  Oviedo,  FL,  died  2004  after  a brief  illness.  She  was  a First  Lieutenant  in 
the  U.  S.  Army  Nurse  Corps  serving  in  the  European,  African,  and  Middle  Eastern  campaigns 
during  World  War  II,  stationed  in  Italy  and  Africa.  Before  her  retirement  she  was  an  industrial 
nurse  for  different  facilities  in  Concord,  MA. 

1934 

Eleanor  Murch  Brosque  died  1/2/2005.  She  had  worked  at  MGH,  Salem  hospital,  and  the 
former  Mary  A.  Alley  Hospital  in  Marblehead. 

1936 

Irene  Smith  Pace,  87,  of  Southern  Pines,  NC,  died  4/27/2004.  She  helped  to  found  Sandhills 
Hospice,  serving  as  both  president  and  executive  director.  In  1985  she  won  selected  as  the 
outstanding  volunteer  of  the  year  for  Moore  County,  NC.  She  also  served  on  the  board  of  Hospice 
of  North  Carolina. 

1937  September 

Elva  Sawyer  Proctor 
27  Brook  Hill  Rd 
Milton,  MA 

I keep  well  and  busy  with  my  artwork  and  gardens.  I volunteer  at  the  local  hospital  gift  shop  and 
teach  watercolor  classes  at  two  nursing  homes.  I am  still  waiting  for  news  of  other  classmates  for 
the  next  ‘Record’. 

Agnes  Lang  Reynolds  is  living  in  South  Carolina  with  her  daughter.  She  is  doing  well  and 
traveling  in  various  directions  to  visit  children  and  grandchildren. 
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Muriel  (Bunny)  Simpson  MacAffee  is  living  in  Centerville  MA  and  is  doing  well  after  a brief 
hospitalization.  She  celebrated  her  90**’  with  a big  party  and  gets  out  for  some  activity  every  day. 

Faith  Bailey  Thibbetts  is  now  living  with  her  daughter  in  Orlando  FL  and  wrote  at  Christmas,  “I 
have  had  a great  year  in  spite  of  four  hurricanes.  We  had  a small  leak  so  Jill  and  I had  to  paint  all 
downstairs.  I had  three  trips  to  New  York  State,  a seven-day  cruise  and  a trip  planned  to  New 
Orleans  in  January.  I walk  well,  just  slow.” 

Betty  Harting  Houghton  wrote  from  FL,  “I  am  busy  and  content  here,  haven’t  been  north  in  two 
years.” 

Blanche  (Jukie)  Jukins  Zaneweski  wrote,  “I  am  eighty  eight  and  getting  older.”  Aren’t  we  all? 

Elizabeth  (Libby)  Smith  Hollidge  is  moving  from  her  family  home  in  Milton  to  a smaller  place 
in  Falmouth,  ME,  to  be  near  her  son  and  daughter.  Libby  will  be  missed  in  Milton  where  she  has 
long  been  a dedicated  volunteer  in  church  and  community  affairs. 

1939  September 

Winona  Behr  Smith 
7 Henderson  Road 
Lexington,  MA  02420 

Tel:  781-862-2740  - If  any  of  you  has  news  of  our  class  members,  please  forward  it  to  me. 

1942 

From  vrilev2@vahoo.com:  This  is  to  inform  you  that  my  mother,  Jean  Gale  Riley  an  MGH 
nursing  alumna  of  1942,  passed  away  on  Saturday  March  5,  2005  in  West  Chester,  PA,  and  is 
buried  in  St.  Agnes  Cemetery,  also  in  West  Chester.  I hope  her  fellow  alumnae  will  Join  us  in 
mourning  her  passing. 

1944  September 

Lena  Mainiero  Marley 
1768  S Johnson  Ferry  Rd  NE 

Atlanta,  GA  30319  - If  any  of  you  has  news  of  our  class  members,  please  forward  it  to  me. 

1946 

Thelma  Rushforth  Hinshaw  passed  away  peacefully  in  the  loving  care  of  her  children  on 
February  8,  2005. 

A note  from  Beth  Giske:  Such  sad  news-  our  mother,  your  student-  Barbara  Whitehead  has 
passed  on  (8/27/04).  She  really  loved  her  years  at  MGH  and  was  proud  of  her  association. 

Dorothy  Frances  Bickford  Caulfield  sent  in  an  obituary  and  a remembrance  of  Ruth  E.  Poules, 
Baker  Evening  Supervisor  at  MGH,  who  lived  to  be  96  and  died  on  December  9,  2004:  “I  too, 
was  bom  in  Hubbardston,  and  hardly  knew  her  there  since  she  was  fifteen  years  my  senior,  but 
her  youngest  sibling,  Cecelia,  was  my  friend  and  my  classmate.  I became  reacquainted  with  Ruth 
in  1944  while  I was  a student  nurse.  Ruth  Poules  was  a tall,  slim  woman,  very  professional  and 
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proud  of  her  position.  Perhaps  a few  of  our  older  nurses  will  remember  her.“  Dorothy  goes  on  to 
say,  “After  my  graduation  1 worked  a year  in  the  Phillips  House  O.R.  before  leaving  to  marry  in 
’47  but  that  was  not  the  end  of  my  nursing  career!  There  was  staff  duty  at  Quincy  Hospital, 
private  duty,  doctor’s  office  nursing,  and  after  three  children  1 began  twenty  seven  years  of  night 
duty  at  the  Faulkner  Hospital  working  all  the  departments  including  obstetrics,  the  ICUs  and 
telemetry.  Just  when  I considered  retiring,  1 changed  my  mind  and  worked  an  additional  ten  years 
at  North  Hill,  a luxury  retirement  community-  more  night  duty!  I sadly  lost  my  husband  nine 
years  ago  after  48  years.  1 have  kept  up  many  volunteer  activities,  and  even  without  Tom  1 have 
continued  to  travel  extensively.  Most  recently  1 treated  my  entire  family  to  a nature  excursion  to 
Costa  Rica.  I’m  healthy  at  81  years.  I usually  attend  Homecoming,  and  hope  to  show  up  for  my 
60"’  Reunion  in  2006,  God  willing.  1 return  to  Hubbardston  yearly  to  see  old  friends.’’ 

Charron  Mercier  Lisnik  sent  a note:  “I  am  writing  to  let  you  know  of  the  death  of  my  mother, 
Kathleen  A.  McIntyre  Mercier.  1 was  contacted  by  one  of  her  classmates,  Chloe  Devine,  and 
received  your  address.  My  mother  was  extremely  proud  of  her  affiliation  with  MGH.  My  sister  (a 
nurse)  and  1 (a  teacher)  have  heard  many  wonderful  stories  of  her  schooling  in  Boston.  We  also 
have  experienced  her  years  as  a well-admired  nurse  in  Bangor.  Her  profession  certainly  shaped 
our  lives  in  a positive  way.’’  Kay  Mercier  was  employed  and  retired  from  Eastern  Maine  Medical 
Center,  where  she  was  instrumental  in  developing  infection  control  policy  and  was  a recipient  of 
the  1996  State  of  Maine  Epidemiology  recognition  Award  in  acknowledgement  of  her  efforts 
toward  promoting  and  protecting  the  health  of  the  citizens  of  the  state  of  Maine. 

1949  September 

Mar\'  L.  Morris 
449  Franklin  Street 

Reading  MA  01867  - If  any  of  you  has  news  of  our  class  members,  please  forward  it  to  me. 

1949  Februar> 

Barbara  J.  Manoni 
73  Robeth  Lane 
Wethersfield,  CT  06109-3552 

Tel  (860)  529-3152  - If  any  of  you  has  news  of  our  class  members,  please  forward  it  to  me. 

1951 

Marion  Decker  Manes 
211  River  View  Lane 
Centerville  MA  02632 

Thanks  to  those  of  you  who  sent  news  and/or  Christmas  cards.  It’s  difficult  to  write  a news 
column  when  you  don’t  have  any!  Here’s  what  I have  to  share: 

Olga  Sadotti  Aasen  sent  a lovely  Xmass  greeting,  followed  up  with  a phone  call  a few  weeks 
ago  to  say  her  husband  had  a major  stroke  in  February,  which  left  him,  paralyzed  on  the  left  side 
and  presently  undergoing  Rehab.  She  sold  her  home  and  bought  a condo.  Her  new  address:  38 
3rd  Street  Los  Altos,  CA  94022.  Best  wishes  to  you  both  from  all  of  us,  Olga. 
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Dodie  Stone  Bergeron  took  a trip  to  Texas  with  her  brother  to  get  away  from  the  NH  weather  for 
a while.  She  had  a note  from  Joan  Vaillant  Parent,  who  has  moved  to  Florida,  but  didn’t  send  an 
address,  unfortunately. 

Marion  Kelliher  Evans  took  a cruise  to  Provence  and  Paris  and  spent  Christmas  with  daughter 
Lyn  and  son  Robert  and  wife.  Her  cat,  Pym,  is  18  years  old!  Egad!  What’s  that  in  human  years? 
Catching  up  to  us!  Kel  also  called  recently  just  to  chat. 

Mary  Hagerty  Ford  also  called  last  winter.  It’s  always  nice  to  hear  from  classmates-  it’s  as 
though  these  many  years  haven’t  passed. 

Gloria  Gilson  Kolb  sent  a note  observing  that  the  “Golden  Years”  are  so  named  because  it  takes 
so  much  gold  to  take  care  of  us!  She  and  Jim  try  to  be  as  active  as  possible,  health  permitting.  She 
had  arthroscopic  surgery  on  her  right  knee.  Jim  is  president  of  the  Historical  Aviation  Museum  in 
Tyler.  They  managed  to  spend  two  weeks  at  their  timeshare  in  Cancun,  and  visit  their  daughter  in 
MO.  Their  children  are  43,  40,  and  39,  all  doing  well. 

Eleanor  Lynch  writes  that  her  six  children  are  scattered  all  over  the  world,  and  doing  well.  Ellen, 
46,  is  in  banking  in  NYC.  Mark,  45,  is  in  the  FBI,  in  Fairbanks,  Alaska  with  wife  and  two 
children.  Anne,  44  are  Autistic,  living  in  a group  home  in  Salem.  Katherine,  42,  is  an  RN  living  in 
Texas  with  husband  and  five  kids.  Mary  and  husband  are  in  the  army  with  one  daughter,  living  in 
South  Carolina.  Mary  returned  from  South  Korea  and  China  last  year.  John,  38,  is  a lawyer  in  the 
US  Air  Force,  stationed  in  Virginia,  married  with  two  kids.  Eleanor’s  new  address:  4 Ledgewood 
Way,  Apartment  16,  Peabody,  Ma.  01960-7455  and  would  love  to  hear  from  classmates.  She 
spends  a lot  of  time  at  MGH  due  to  various  health  problems,  and  says  it’s  still  the  best  medical 
care.  She  attended  the  dedication  of  the  Nurses’  sundial  sculpture  on  the  Bullfinch  lawn-  says  it’s 
beautiful. 

Mary  Sargent  Mackin  sent  photos  of  her  two  grandsons,  who  live  in  their  downstairs  apartment, 
with  Sarge’s  daughter  Marita  and  her  husband.  Her  son  Michael  and  wife  also  live  nearby.  Ed  had 
an  aortic  valve  replaced  last  year  and  Mary  had  atrial  fibrillation  and  is  on  meds,  due  to  a TIA. 

Joan  McCarthy  Peterson  and  her  husband  Pete  celebrated  their  48th  wedding  anniversary  on 
the  road  to  visit  Pete’s  brother  in  Virginia,  who  showed  them  all  the  historical  sites.  Pete  had  eye 
surgery,  lens  implants.  Joan  had  hand  surgery.  In  spite  of  all  of  all  this,  they  cruised  to  Alaska  in 
September  and  also  visited  Arizona  to  visit  grandson  Corey,  a freshman  at  Arizona  State,  and 
granddaughter  Briana,  who  graduates  from  Northern  Arizona  U.  Joan,  Pete,  daughters  Paula, 
Andrea,  and  sister  Ann  and  her  five  children  all  plan  on  attending  her  graduation  in  May. 

Hilda  Nelson  Fenely’s  husband  died  last  August.  He’d  been  diagnosed  in  ’77  with 
myelodysplasia,  so  they  were  given  many  more  wonderful  years  than  expected.  Our  condolences, 
Hilda.  She’s  generously  extended  an  open  invitation  to  any  classmates  who  might  find  themselves 
in  the  Clearwater  area  and  she  would  love  some  company. 

Dot  Gracie  Snow  writes  that  she  and  Ralph  go  to  Nova  Scotia  in  May  through  October,  and  then 
back  to  Peabody  for  the  winter.  They  celebrated  their  50'^  Anniversary  last  September,  and  are 
both  cancer  survivors.  Two  daughters  live  in  Maine  and  are  OTs.  The  oldest,  a MRE  teacher  is  in 
NH.  Their  son  is  a Captain  in  the  Naval  Engineers,  stationed  at  the  Portsmouth  Naval  Base,  after 
serving  in  Desert  Storm. 


29 


June  Mariner  Topliffe’s  husband.  Jack,  was  kind  enough  to  send  me  a copy  of  the  book  June 
wrote,  “The  Story  of  My  Life”,  written  after  she  knew  her  illness  would  be  terminal.  It  goes  into 
wonderful  detail  of  years  before  we  knew  her,  the  MGH  years,  which  she  so  loved,  and  the  many 
years  after.  She  was  a lovely  lady,  inside  and  out.  If  anyone  would  like  to  read  it,  I would  be 
happy  to  share  it. 

Doris  Sears  Bates’  former  secretary,  Gwen  Hanson,  checks  on  her  frequently  and  informs  me 
that  Peter  Doherty,  sears’  son,  sees  to  her  care  and  she’s  still  living  at  home. 

As  for  me-  after  taking  care  of  Chuck  for  the  last  5 or  6 years  I have  had  to  hire  a live-in  caretaker 
24/7,  and  was  lucky  enough  to  find  a wonderful  Lithuanian  lady  who  loves  us  both,  and  can’t  do 
enough  for  us.  Chuck’s  had  innumerable  TIAs  over  the  years  along  with  a volatile  BP  (ranges 
from  240/120  to  as  low  as  80/40)  and  last  summer  he  developed  Dementia  and  spent  3 months  in 
a rehab/nursing  home.  Miraculously,  in  September  his  mind  cleared,  he  watched  the  Red  Sox  win 
the  Series,  knew  world  events,  and  was  well  enough  to  come  home.  We  got  a hospital  bed,  02 
rigged  up,  enlarged  doorways,  took  out  the  tub  and  installed  a shower,  got  the  VNA  scheduled 
(they  still  come  every  other  day!)  After  we  got  the  downstairs  organized,  I found  our  Caregiver, 
who  moved  in  on  Christmas  Day-  the  best  present  ever!  She  shoveled  us  out  all  winter,  and  now 
wants  to  plant  a vegetable  garden.  I was  fortunate  enough  to  visit  friends  in  Tampa  and  Tucson 
in  Feb.,  all  in  eight  days,  and  then  was  invited  to  play  in  a 3-day  member-guest  golf  tournament 
in  May,  back  in  Tucson.  We  tied  for  2"*^  place  in  our  flight!  Robin  and  Betsy  helped  with  Chuck’s 
care  and  insisted  1 go.  I’m  still  peddling  Real  Estate,  and  I think  I’m  about  the  oldest  Realtor  in 
Centerville!  Our  oldest  granddaughter,  Andrea,  graduates  from  Ohio  U.  June  12"’  and  will  be 
getting  married  here  a week  later,  so  we’re  preparing  for  the  big  day!  Her  Dad,  Robin’s  husband, 
is  head  Pro  at  Willow  bend  Countiy'  Club,  so  that’s  where  the  reception  will  be. 

1952 

Joan  McMahon 

Ginny  Day  McKillop:  We  survived  all  the  hurricanes  with  only  a little  damage.  Were  without 
electricity  for  a week  due  to  Frances.  Just  had  our  last  damaged  tree  removed  the  other  day.  Been 
keeping  busy  with  trips.  Spent  a weeks  cruise  around  the  Hawaiian  Islands  with  my  former  Pan 
American  Flight  Attendants  group.  Had  450  attending.  Then  Bill's  retired  Pan  Am's  Pilots  had  an 
1 1-day  Panama  Canal  trip  last  month.  A good  time  was  had  by  all. 

Mar>'  Lou  Jones  Brown;  I will  be  visiting  with  Connie  Delorey  Stevens  in  LA.  We  will  be  in 
the  vicinity  to  attend  the  piano  recital  in  which  all  three  of  our  grandchildren  will  be  performing. 
This  recital  happens  at  a beachfront  hotel  in  Santa  Monica  and  is  followed  by  an  English  Tea. 
Connie  is  joining  us.  I am  looking  forward  to  seeing  her  and  enjoying  afternoon  tea  together.  No 
doubt  we  will  be  remembering  some  of  those  lovely  teas  in  Walcot  House  living  room  during  our 
MGH  days.  Last  Sunday  a young  woman  priest  from  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  visited  our  church 
in  Bellingham  WA.  Since  I would  go  to  church  with  Helen  Sherwin  when  I visited  Boston  I knew 
that  she  was  active  in  leading  tours  of  Trinity  to  point  out  art  and  architectural  features.  I learned 
that  Helen  Sherwin  had  developed  well-documented  records  of  the  art  features  for  the  church  tour 
guides  to  follow.  Unfortunately.  I also  learned  that  Helen  Sherwin  died  in  March,  2005.  A 
service  celebrating  her  life  was  held  at  Trinity.  In  November,  I plan  to  be  in  Boston.  I hope  to 
visit  people  and  places  known  over  50  years  ago!  If  any  of  our  classmates  plan  to  be  in  or  near 
Boston  between  Nov.  1 and  Nov.  1 0 perhaps  we  can  plan  to  get  together. 
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Mary  Fay  Morgan  Noonan:  Finally  Spring  is  here  in  Manchester  MA.  Last  week  Jerry  and  I 
were  in  Dover  to  attend  Grandparents  Day  with  Liz  and  the  weather  was  good,  flowers  and 
bushes  were  in  bloom.  Here  at  home  things  have  blossomed  forth  this  week.  Today  Mary  and 
Jeff  left  to  join  Michael  and  tour  Europe.  Tomorrow  all  the  rest  of  us  [grandparents,  children  and 
grandchildren]  are  going  to  Washington  DC  to  visit  the  WW2Memorial  together.  We  will  also  be 
visiting  the  White  House  and  what  else  I don't  know.  The  children  have  done  all  the  planning  and 
have  kept  Jerry  and  I in  the  dark.  This  is  the  children's  Christmas  gift  to  Jerry.  Also  Jerry  and  I 
will  be  attending  Grandparents  Day  with  Maura  tomorrow  It  will  be  the  last  one  because  she 
will  go  to  seventh  grade  next  year.  GO  RED  SOX 

Nancy  Rahill  McDonough:  Greetings  from  Sunnyvale,  CA.  Colman  and  I celebrated  our  50th 
wedding  ancillary  on  August  14  with  along  weekend  at  a resort  in  Sonoma,  about  30  miles  north 
of  San  Francisco  in  the  vineyards  of  the  "Wine  Country."  It  was  hosted  by  four  of  our  children 
and  their  spouses;  five  of  our  grandchildren  were  able  to  be  there  part  of  the  time.  My  family 
from  RI,  including  my  brother  who  was  best  man  at  our  wedding,  joined  us.  Sally  was  my  maid- 
of-honor  but  was  unable  to  attend  because  she  and  "Bucky"  were  busy  making  plans  for  their 
50th  in  November.  I continue  to  enjoy  good  health  and  Colman  and  I walk  most  days.  We  have 
done  a lot  of  local,  U.S.  and  overseas  traveling,  last  October  to  Switzerland  and  are  planning  a 
trip  to  Italy  in  October,  our  favorite  time  of  year.  My  time  is  spent  volunteering  at  the  brand-new, 
beautiful  Sunnyvale  Senior  Center  taking  blood  pressures  and  serving  on  their  Advisory  Board;  I 
am  also  my  City's  representative  to  the  Santa  Clara  County  Council  on  Aging.  Colman  writes  a 
newsletter  for  Hewlett-Packard  retirees.  We  spend  time  with  our  grandchildren  and  are  fortunate 
to  have  them  nearby;  the  oldest  is  2 1 and  the  youngest  1 year.  It  is  so  nice  having  a baby  around 
again,  along  with  his  three-year  old  brother;  they  are  busy  little  guys!  My  days  are  filled  with 
gardening,  reading,  playing  bridge  and  Ma  Jong.  I can't  believe  I have  been  retired  10  years  and 
am  still  far  from  being  bored. 

Ann  MacLean  Plunkett:  We  were  so  fortunate  to  have  Grace  Hendrick  Presswood  as  a member 
of  our  class.  I always  admired  her  leadership  qualities,  wonderful  sense  of  humor  and  zest  for  life. 
She  inspired  Virginia  Courant  and  myself  to  accompany  her  to  work  at  the  newly  opened 
National  Institutes  of  Health  in  Bethesda,  MD.  in  1953.  We  rented  a small  house  within  walking 
distance  of  the  hospital,  acquired  a little  dog,  and  just  had  a wonderful  life.  Grace  did  such  a great 
job  organizing  our  50th  MGH  reunion  it  made  it  so  memorable  for  us  all.  We  have  lost  a 
wonderful  friend  who  put  up  a valiant  fight  against  cancer. 

Jane  Hoffman  Schmidt:  Checked  in  with  no  news  but  hanging  in. 

Nancy  Robicheau  Thibideau:  Jack  and  I sold  our  Cape  Cod  home  last  year  and  came  to  FL  to 
buy  a home  in  an  adult  community  (Spruce  Creek  by  Del  Webb).  We  now  live  6 months  in  FL 
and  6 months  in  NS  Canada  (where  we  both  have  friends  and  family).  We  are  very  happy  here 
and  Canada  is  great,  but  I suspect  that  we  will  be  back  in  Massachusetts  quite  soon.  We'll  see... 
Our  3 sons  are  in  there  50s.  Two  are  married  with  children  and  one  is  still  studying  at  UMass  - 
Amherst.  All  are  well  and  happy.  That’s  about  all  that's  new  except  that  I want  to  get  in  touch 
with  Ginny  Day  before  1 leave  for  the  summer.  We  have  2 grand  kids  and  3 step  grand  kids!!!! 
Dottie  Lucius  Kozlowski:  Glad  to  hear  from  you — and  sorry  to  hear  about  Miss  Sherwin.  I 
recall  seeing  her  at  the  luncheon  in  2002  and  thinking  that  she  looked  "elderly"  and  quite  thin. 

But,  after  a short  while  she  smiled  at  something  said  to  her  and  the  smile  was  like  it  was  when  we 
were  students.  Bright  and  cheerful.  (Then  she  didn't  look  so  "elder"  as  I first  thought.)  I know 
what  you  mean  saying  that  retiring  means  BUSY.  I was  in  a drama  (local)  just  two  weeks  ago- 
played  the  part  of  a parrot.  I'll  be  in  a musical  variety  show  this  coming  weekend — I'm  singing  a 
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solo  "You're  mean  to  me!”  And  mid-April  I'm  part  of  a mixed  chorus  (men  & women)  and  we 
will  be  doing  a couple  of  (also  local)  concerts.  And,  that  along  with  singing  in  the  church  choir  is 
what  keeps  me  busy.  My  older  brother  Dick  has  been  living  with  me  almost  16  months  now  and 
"it's  a good  thing".  He  had  a mild  stroke  in  early  November  and  has  had  lots  of  PT  to  get  him 
walking  again.  He's  doing  well  and  is  coming  along  quite  well.  (Good  thing  he  was  here,  as  he 
was  living  alone  and  who  knows  how  long  he  would  have  been  before  someone  thought  to  check 
on  him.) 

Edie  Lind  Knowlton:  We  did  a great  17-day  cruise  from  LA  to  Hawaii  and  back  to  LA.  Visited 
several  islands  but  were  disappointed  the  seas  were  too  rough  to  get  into  Maui-too  dangerous  for 
us  to  be  taken  in  by  tender.  We  had  a good  time  anyway.  We  continue  to  go  to  CT  for  two  or 
three  weeks  every'  two  months. 

Lucy  Achin  Maslen:  We  were  still  in  Maine  in  late  October  and  we  have  no  computer  there  so  1 
missed  the  word  on  Gracie's  passing.  She  was  so  much  the  glue  that  held  our  class  together.  She 
leaves  a legacy  that  will  be  hard  to  live  up  to.  To  loose  both  her  and  Zedie  in  the  same  year  is  a 
low  blow.  We  have  a new  granddaughter  born  in  Sept.  And  a new  greatgrand  born  in  Nov. 

Joan  Baldwin  Harvey:  Wrote  in  Dec  '04-Hen  and  1 went  to  Las  Vegas  to  spend  Christmas  with 
our  daughter,  Susan  and  family.  She  and  Christopher  have  two  daughters,  Erin  and  Kristin  (ages 
17  and  14).  It  was  a wonderful  visit.  Susan  has  finally  found  her  nitch.  She's  teaching!  mentally 
challenged  3rd  graders  and  loves  it  and  they  love  her  too.  She's  working  on  her  master's  degree 
and  should  be  finished  by  spring.  They  would  love  to  come  back  home-  waiting  for  Christopher 
to  get  a job  at  Foxwoods.  Not  easy.  We're  sure  Susan  won't  have  any  trouble  finding  work  here. 
Our  boys,  Richard  and  Chuck  are  both  healthy  and  busy  in  their  Jobs.  Richard  is  in  Boston  area 
and  works  for  IBM.  Chuck  is  in  Virginia  and  works  for  Nextel.  I'm  still  working  2 days  a week  in 
the  OR  at  Yale  New  Haven  Hospital.  I'm  going  to  quit  in  May  before  they  tell  me  it's  time.  1 
think  in  the  spring. 

Marge  Sprague  Dresally:  Dick  and  I have  been  on  the  road  again.  Just  after  returning 
by  car  from  Alaska  and  California  in  November,  I got  tears  in  medial  and  lateral  right 
knee  menisci  when  I stooped  to  load  the  dishwasher!  I had  a hard  time  convincing  the 
orthopedic  surgeon  (an  M.Diety)  it  wasn't  arthritis.  Finally  it  was  repaired  in  February. 
April  3 we  drove  south  to  visit  scattered  friends,  and  older  ailing  relatives  in 
Massachusetts  and  Florida,  and  son  Phil  and  family  in  Maryland.  We're  home  now,  deep 
in  house  upgrading  and  the  associated  mess.  Katy,  Celina,  Shirley  and  1 are  plamiing  to 
meet  for  lunch  in  Portsmouth  in  a couple  of  weeks.  That's  always  fun.  We  try  to  do  it  3 
or  4 times  a year. 

Jane  Schmidt  Hoffman;  Checked  in  with  no  news  but  hanging  in. 

Thanks  to  all  of  you  who  keep  in  touch,  and  for  updated  addresses  and  emails. 

Joan  McMahon  (still  in  Columbus  OH)  jmcmanha(@att.net 

1953 

Jean  Youngberg  Young  sent  in  some  memories  offer  probationary  time  on  the  Bullfinch  floors 
in  the  late  40s,  caring  for  a WWII  former  POW  in  halting  high  school  French.  Thank  you  for 
sharing  your  memories;  they  have  become  part  of  the  wonderful  MGH  nursing  archives. 
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Marcia  Muir  Good 
4945  Motor  Yacht  Drive 
Jacksonville,  FI.  32225 
goodAE@aol.com 

Has  generously  offered  to  collect  news  from  her  classmates  (THANKS!)  so  please  send  it  on  in! 

Patricia  E.  Macaulay  Hooley’s  daughter,  Pam  Hooley,  wrote,  ”I  am  sorry  to  be  writing  to  let 
you  know  of  my  Mom’s  death  on  Dec.  16,  2004,  here  in  Sacramento,  California,  where  she  had 
moved  in  April  of  this  year...  I know  how  proud  she  was  to  have  graduated  from  the  old  MGH 
School  of  Nursing  under  Ruth  Sleeper.  I believe  she  attended  the  1999  Homecoming  marking  45 
years  since  her  graduation.  She  was  also  fiercely  proud  of  her  time  at  the  General,  where  she 
worked  following  her  graduation  until  she  was  forced  into  an  early  retirement  from  her  job  as  a 
night  supervisor  in  the  early  90s  after  suffering  an  intracranial  bleed.  After  undergoing  fairly 
extensive  treatment  and  rehabilitation  at  the  General  and  then  at  Spaulding,  she  was  able  to  return 
to  the  General  as  a nighttime  volunteer...  I’ve  also  found  some  compositions  of  my  moms, 
including  some  poems,  that  relate  to  her  time  at  the  General,  and  1 thought  they  might  be  included 
in  the  MGH  archives...  Finally,  because  of  my  mom’s  great  love  of  her  school,  1 would  be 
interested  in  making  a contribution  to  the  Sundial  Sculpture  capital  campaign,  since  it  is  my 
understanding  it  will  honor  graduates  such  as  my  mom.  Please  let  me  know  if  there  are  other 
alternatives  for  a contribution  connected  with  the  old  School  of  Nursing.  1 have  already 
designated  the  MGH  Institute  of  Health  Professions/Nursing  for  contributions  in  her  name  for 
nursing  scholarships.” 

1955  September 

Aline  Flynn  Sullivan 
287  Huron  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
617-491-2699 

alinesullivan@vahoo.com  - If  any  of  you  has  news  of  our  class  members,  please  forward  it  to 
me. 

1956  September 

Sandra  Young  Brown 
17  Spruce  St 

Exeter,  NH  03833  - If  any  of  you  has  news  of  our  class  members,  please  forward  it  to  me. 

1959  March 

Mary  Caira 
50  Watertown  St.  #602 
Watertown,  Ma.  02472 

Alice  Wright  Burd-  Miles  responded  very  well  to  treatment  for  cancer  of  the  prostate.  Miles  and 
Alice  have  done  some  traveling.  Minneapolis  has  been  an  annual  September  trip.  Miles  does 
some  consultant  work,  and  is  fixing  up  some  investment  property  that  they  own.  Alice  heads  up 
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the  Senior  Ministry  at  Church.  Stephen  and  Janeen  work  for  the  County  Police  Department  in 
Maryland. 

Gail  Kent  Clemmer  George  has  had  multiple  cardiac  problems,  and  has  about  20%  of  his  heart 
function.  He  has  had  his  3'^^'  back  surgery.  Gail  has  been  very  busy  preparing  their  home  to  go  on 
the  market.  They  are  moving  to  a new  home  in  a gated  community  in  Palm  Coast,  Florida,  which 
is  on  the  east  coast,  between  St.  Augustine  and  Daytona.  Gail  will  keep  and  use  the  Delaware 
Shore  home.  David  spent  some  time  with  Gail  at  the  shore,  and  then  traveled  to  London  and 
Spain.  He  has  been  refinishing  the  boat  he  lives  on  in  Seattle,  and  rents  out  his  home  in  Austin, 
Texas.  Ellen  and  her  family  will  spend  three  years  in  Africa  as  Mennonite  Missionaries, 
beginning  in  July. 

Gene  Shaffer  Corcoran  Gene  continues  with  Cardiac  Rehab.  She  also  sees  her  Chinese  friend, 
helping  wither  English  skills.  JD  married  Wendy  and  they  now  live  in  North  Carolina  with  her 
two  daughters.  They  are  expecting  a baby  in  June.  Gene  traveled  to  Finland  in  September  for  the 
wedding  of  one  of  her  former  exchange  students.  While  there,  she  visited  other  former  exchange 
students.  She  also  spent  a week  in  London  with  friends  from  Georgia,  and  enjoyed  the  sites  there. 
She  cruised  wither  friend  Faye  for  13  days,  visiting  Caribbean  ports.  Susan,  John,  Chris  (21)  and 
Charles  ( 1 5)  are  well.  Susan  is  a property  manager.  Dan  and  June  are  well. 

Nancy  Bassett  Campbell  Nancy  is  enjoying  retirement,  working  only  one  or  two  days  a month. 
She  has  lowered  her  golf  score  with  more  frequent  games  and  lessons.  Donald  is  the  Zest  in  her 
life.  The  children  and  grandchildren  are  all  pretty  well. 

Marilyn  Thayer  Cote  No  news. 

Roslyn  Ruggiero  Elms  Sutherland  No  news. 

Elaine  Finley  Flanagan  No  news. 

Roberta  Fitzgerald  She  was  in  Connecticut  with  cousins  for  this  past  Christmas,  and  then  in 
Falmouth  w ith  the  Roys  to  welcome  the  New  Year-  2004  was  her  5th  anniversary  of  being  free 
from  cancer.  To  celebrate,  she  spent  Easter  in  Rome,  5 weeks  studying  Italian  in  Arrezzo,  and  2 
weeks  in  Tuscany.  Then,  she  traveled  to  London  for  the  Price  twins  first  communion-  they  are  the 
children  of  Kay  (Roy)  and  Richard.  Norm  and  Mary  Roy,  and  Michelle  and  family  were  also 
there.  She  spent  2 weeks  in  Ireland,  doing  genealogy  work  with  her  Dad’s  cousin,  a retired  priest. 
She  cruised  on  a windjammer  out  of  Camden,  Maine,  and  visited  cousins  in  that  state  and  in 
Chicago.  So  2004  was  a very  busy  year  for  Roberta! 

Amanda  McCrea  Fuhro  No  news. 

Maxine  Clark  Hybarger  Maxine  and  Ray  have  enjoyed  trips  to  Hawaii,  Rancho  Mirage,  the 
Panama  Canal,  and  Kauai.  Gail  is  teaching  and  studying  for  her  master’s  degree.  Gerry  has  had 
success  as  a poet.  Grandbaby  Breyana  is  thriving.  Ray  played  Santa  Claus  at  various  hospitals 
and  schools.  Maxine  is  a member  of  the  Health  Ministries  at  their  church  and  works  at  the  Senior 
Service  Center.  In  January  2005,  Ray  and  Maxine  flew  to  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  and  spent  12 
days  cruising  into  ports  of  New  Zealand  and  Australia.  They  spent  a week  on  land,  visiting  the 
Great  Barrier  Reef  and  other  sites.  In  August,  they  will  be  here  on  the  East  Coast-  Maxine  will 
attend  her  50"’  high  school  reunion,  and  then  they  will  be  in  Boston  on  August  6'*’.  I (Mary  Caira) 
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plan  to  have  a gathering  here  on  that  date- 1 will  contact  you  as  we  get  closer  to  the  time.  In  the 
meantime-  SAVE  THE  DATE. 

Barbara  King  Hemingway  Barbara  and  Herman  bought  a vacation  home  in  Sherbrooke,  a small 
university  town  in  Southern  Quebec,  Canada.  Barbara  continues  to  teach  very  part-time  at  U. 
Mass,  and  Herman  continues  to  practice  law.  By  chance,  I met  Barbara  at  a nursing  convention 
and  had  lunch  with  her  and  some  of  her  students.  Barbara  has  not  changed.  It  was  an  unexpected, 
delightful  encounter. 

Eleanor  Dyer  Hamilton  No  news. 

RuthFife  Mann  No  news. 

Judith  Palmer  Muggia  Judie  and  Al  did  a lot  of  travel-  Bermuda,  Galapagos,  Arizona,  cruising 
on  the  Great  Lakes,  attending  the  Shaw  festival  at  Yale,  Zurich,  and  French  Cognac  country. 

They  visited  family,  celebrated  anniversaries,  and  played  duplicate  bridge.  Al  skis,  and  takes 
courses.  Judie’s  travel  business  continues  to  grow. 

Mary  Jannino  Romeo  Ernie  celebrated  his  75"’  birthday.  Mary  works  2 days  a week  for  the 
VNA.  She  enjoys  reading,  knitting,  and  babysitting  the  grandchildren.  They  visited  their  son  and 
family  in  Pennsylvania  and  spent  time  in  California.  Two  of  her  grandchildren  are  in  college. 

Mary  Duggan  Roy  No  news. 

Suzanne  Seymour  I heard  from  Suzanne  months  ago.  Elaine  had  visited  her,  and  they  shared  lots 
of  gardening  notes.  Suzanne  completed  the  master  Gardener  Course.  She  does  not  miss  nursing. 

Mary  Flannery  Caira  All  is  pretty  well.  Mike  is  fairly  stable  at  present.  1 am  enjoying  working 
only  three  days  a week  at  hospice.  I was  able  to  get  away  to  Florida  to  visit  friends  in  January. 

The  weather  was  perfect,  1 got  much  needed  rest,  and  had  time  to  read,  knit,  and  embroider.  The 
Kids  took  care  of  Mike  so  that  I could  travel.  Our  great  news-  Kelly  and  Christopher  expect  their 
first  child  in  the  fall.  Gene  asked  about  our  50th  anniversary.  Homecoming  is  generally  the  4"’ 
Saturday  in  September,  and  in  2008,  that  will  be  on  the  27'".  SAVE  THE  DATE.  I have  no  further 
news  on  the  placement  of  the  quilt.  Construction  of  the  area  has  been  delayed.  1 will  keep  you 
informed  of  further  developments. 

1959 

Patricia  Newnham 
251  W.  Park  Ave 

State  College,  PA  16803  - If  any  of  you  has  news  of  our  class  members,  please  forward  it  to  me. 

1960 

Louise  Lynch  McDonald 

If  anyone  who  reads  this  has  any  news  please  be  sure  to  write  to  me  at: 

297  Thicket  Street 

South  Weymouth,  MA.  02190 

Or  call  me  at  1-781-331-3698  or  e-mail  me  @MB3502@aol.com 
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1966 


A note  from  James  Quinn:  This  is  to  inform  you  that  Regina  Robbins  Quinn  passed  away 
November  16,  2004.  She  leaves  her  husband,  Jim,  daughter  Gretchen  and  grandchildren 
Annemarie  and  Christopher. 

1969 

Kathryn  Pazola,  currently  working  in  pediatrics  at  MGH,  had  a poem  published  in  the  Februaiy 
5,  2005  issue  of  Oncology  Times. 


Don’t  see  anything  about  your  class?  Please  consider  being  the  news  contact 
person  for  your  classmates,  or  at  the  very  least-  send  in  some  news  of  your 
own! 


Remember 

This  is  your 
News  magazine 
So 

Send  us  your  news 
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Capital  Campaign  Update 


The  Campaign  is  still  going  well.  The  sculpture  looks  beautiful  on  the  lawn  with  the 
Bulllnch  Building  in  the  background.  We  have  not  reached  the  total  amount  needed  yet  to 
fully  cover  the  campaign  so  we  are  still  asking  for  your  generous  donations. 

We  will  be  putting  together  the  list  of  all  donors  for  the  Winter  edition  of  Beyond  the  Cap  in 
2006.  We  are  combining  donations  as  many  of  you  have  given  more  than  once  and  we  want 
to  make  sure  that  you  receive  the  credit  for  ail  of  your  donations. 

Starting  at  Homecoming  we  will  have  some  sale  items  that  reflect  the  scupture.  There  will 
be  a canvas  tote  bag  with  an  outside  pocket  that  will  have  the  sundial  and  the  quotations 
silkscreened  on  it.  There  wilt  also  be  new  note  paper.  The  cards  will  be  larger  and  there 
are  two  types:  an  ivory  card  paper  with  gray  toned  picture  of  the  sculpture  and  the 
quotations  and  a white  card  paper  with  a full  color  picture  of  the  sculptue  (for  giving  or 
framing). 

We  will  also  start  to  send  out  the  gifts  for  donations  in  the  fall.  All  donors  will  receive  a 
color  photo  suitable  for  framing  of  the  sundial.  Donors  of  $250.00  - $999.00  will  receive  the 
photo  and  a brass  plaque  of  the  gnomon  and  the  quotations  suitable  for  framing.  Donors  of 
$1000.00  - $9999.00  will  receive  an  embroidered  copy  of  the  sundial  sculpture. 

To  date  we  have  had  two  donations  of  $10,000.00  or  more  and  both  of  these  individuals 
have  received  a miniature  of  the  Sundial  Sculpture  on  a granite  base,  signed  and  numbered 
by  the  artist. 

Make  sure  your  name  is  on  the  list  of  donors. 


0ll§3C  to  H cnox  fRe  rui/iain^  nwiA,eA 


Name: 

Address: 


Year  of  Graduation: Gift  in  honor  of  (if  desired): 

Amount  enclosed: 

Send  your  donation  today  to:  MGHNAA 

P.O.Box  274 

Princeton,  MA  01541-0274 
Gifts  to  this  fund  are  tax  deductible. 
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Registration  Homecoming  2005 

Please  fill  in  and  mail  with  your  check  to: 

Mass  General  Hospital  Nurses  Alumnae  Association 

P.  O.  Box  274 

Princeton,  MA  01541-0274 

Saturday  Homecoming  Luncheon  only  - $40  Year  of  Graduation 

Friday  Program  only  - $20  for  members  $30  non-members 

Both  Friday  and  Saturday  programs  - $60  for  MGH  Alumnae  Members  $70  for  Non- 
members 


Gift  to  the  Capital  Campaign Total 

Enclosed: 

Please  Print: 

Name: 


Address: 


City: State 

Zip 

Refunds  only  if  cancellation  is  received  by  September  12,  2005 

All  reservations  must  be  received  by  September  9,  2005 
Space  is  limited  and  no  on  site  registration  will  be  possible  for  Saturday 
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Homecoming  2005 
Yesterday,  Today,  and  Tomorrow 
Nursing  at  the  MGH 

Friday,  September  23,  2005 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital  O'Keeffe  Auditorium 

Agenda 

9:00  AM  Registration 
9:30  AM  Opening  Remarks 

Diane  Smith  RN,  BA,  President,  MGH  Nurses'  Alumnae  Association 
9:45  AM  Nursing  at  the  MGH  - An  Update 

Jeannette  Ives  Erikson  RN,  MS,  Senior  Vice  President  for  Patient  Care  & Chief  Nurse 
10:15  AM  The  First  Helen  Shewin  Memorial  Lecture 

MGH  the  First  Nurse  Practitioner  Education  in  Massachusetts 
Karen  Wolf,  Ph.D,  APRN-BC,  Faculty  MGH  Institute  of  Health  Professions 
1 1 :45  AM  Advanced  Practice  Today 

Margery  Chisholm,  Director,  Graduate  Program  in  Nursing  MGHIHP 
12:45  PM  Lunch  in  the  Eat  Street  Cafeteria 
2:00  PM  The  Institute  of  Health  Professions  - An  Update 

Ann  W. Caldwell,  President,  MGH  Institute  of  Health  Professions 
2:30PM  The  Alumnae  Association  - An  Update 

Capital  Campaign  - Diane  Smith  RN,  BA  President,  MGH  NAA 
Oral  History  Project  - Linda  Lass  Oirell  RN,  M.Ed.,  CHES  MGH  NAA  Historian 
3:15  PM  Closing  Remarks  and  Evaluation 
3:30  PM  Tour  of  the  MGH  and  the  Sundial  Sculpture 

2.5  contact  hours  - ANCC 

Please  note:  parking  for  this  program  is  not  available  in  the  garages  in  front  of  the  hospital. 

We  will  have  reduced  rate  parking  coupons  for  the  Fleet  Center  Parking  Garage  valid  from  7 am  - 5:30  pm  only. 


Saturday  September  24,  2005 

Radisson  Hotel  Boston 

Agenda 

1 1 :30  AM  Registration 

12  Noon  Annual  Meeting  and  Luncheon 

Honoring  of  Reunion  Year  Classes  and  Photos 
3 PM  Closing  Remarks 

Parking  coupon  is  available  for  reduced  rate  parking  in  the  hotel  garage  for  those  not  registered  as  guests  in  the 
hotel 
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